of  curtems  waved  through  broken  and  shat- 
tered windows.  Then  I saw  it. 

• • • 

ON  THE  EAST  SIDE  at  the  church  were  pre- 
viously had  been  a doorway  and  stairs  lead- 
ing to  it  was  jinw  an  opening  large  enough  to 
drive  a big  truck  through.  What  had  been  the 
basement  of  the  church  now  looked  like  rem- 
nants of  war-torn  buildings  I had  seen  in  pic- 
tures. The  church  had  been  bombed.  The  thick 
cement  and  brick  wall,  symetrically  and  power- 
fully built  to  last  for  years,  now  was  reduced 
to  a mass  of  rubble.  No  floor  was  visible 
through  piles  of  rock  and  debris.  A toilet 
bowl  was  lying  on  top  of  some  of  the  rocks 
as  if  it  had  been  casually  offhandedly  thrown 
there.  Blood  W'as  all  over  the  side  walk  ap- 
proaches to  the  church  and  people  were  being 
helped  into  (he  many  ambulances  which  had 
now  arrived.  •'Father,'*  one  of  the  bystanders 
said  to  me,  "they  are  trying  to  kill  all  of  us.” 
I could  only  agree. 

A well-dressed  Negro  man  was  now  pleading 
with  the  crowd  (o  refrain  from  violence.  It 
was  his  church  that  had  been,  bombed.  "The 
police  will  find  those  responsible  for  this,”  he 
said.  A group  of  young  men  in  the  . cmwd_ 
were  loudly  disagreeing  with  him.  About  then 
helmetted  police  quietly  and  cautiously  tried 
to  move  into  the  crowd  now  massed  all  over 
the  street.  A patrol  car  slowly  eased  through 
one  Section  of  the  surging  mass  and  someone 
bounced  a large,  stone  oft  the  lop  of  it.  Another 
followed.  Othgr  stones  began  to  fly  toward  the 
line  of  police  who  did  their  best  to  dodge  them. 
The  minister  was  still  pleading  for  order. 

• * * - 

MANY  OP  THE  PEOPLE  I passed  were  an- 
xious to  speak.  All  of  them  who  did  so  spoke 
respectfully  and  quietly.  “Reverend”,  one  man 
said,  "isn't  this  terrible?”  A well-dressed  man 
who  looked  like  he  might  have  been  an  usher 
in  the  bombed  church  said,  "Father,  we’ve  got 
to  be  patient.  'Vengeiice  is  mine  salth  the 
Lord.’  We  must  not  become  violent”  A young 
boy  with  a Bible  in  his  hand  walked  by  cursing 
loudly. 

Accidentally  1 bumped  into  a girl  who  was  al- 
ready in  motion  to  throw  a large  rock  toward 
the  police  in  the  middle  of  the  street.  When 
she  saw  me  she  paused  and  then  dropped  the 
rock  when  a Negro  man  standing  nearby  and 
tirhtly  holding  on  to  his  wife  (old  her  not  to 


throw  It  I shook  hands  with  a minlidef 
dressed  exactly  as  1 was  who  told  me  (hat  thw 
was  tha  fwUeth  bombing  in  recent  years  and 
then  he  asked  rhetorically.  "How  long  can  we 
keep  our  people  from  serious  retaliation?”  Thif 
statement  struck  me  immediately  as  beinf 
very  similar  to  the  ’’How  long,  0 Lord,  how 
long!”  ol  the  oppressed  people  of  God  in  the 
Old  Testament. 

More  police  were  now  arriving.  Fire  trucks 
with  lights  burning  brightly  even  in  the  day- 
light were  slowly  moving  toward  the  area. 
Crowds  of  people  were  running  here  and  there, 
some  getting  away  from  the  rocks  that  were 
flying  about.  Others  were  calling  for  childr« 
or  for  loved  ones  who  seemed  to  have  been  id 
the  church. 

• • • 

A$  I WAS  WALKING  away  from  the  churcl^ 
an  elderly  looking  gentleman  approached  me 
and  asked.  "Reverend,  why  can’t  they  catch 
the  ones  who  did  such  a thing?  Why  don’t  they 
gel  those  who  are  trying  to  kill  us?”  A shoft 
time  later  the  second  question  would  have  beea 
staled  differently  for  they  found  the  bodies  of 
four  little  girls  who  were  killed  by  the  explOr 
sion.  ■ ■ ; ' _ - 

A LAST  LOOK  at  the  scene  which  was  ^ 
coming  more  and  more  frightening  by  the  miB> 
ute  brought  once  again  to  my  attention  the 
"How  lorig?”  of  the  minister.  On  this  Sunday 
morning  which  had  begun  so  quietly  and  con- 
tinued so  violently  this  same  prayerful  quejk 
tion  must  surely  have  been  iq  the  hearts  a^ 
on  the  lips  of  many  of  the  good  people  of  . 
mingham.  ’ 

Birmingham  — a city  that  is  truly  beautifulj 
a city  which  glories  in  a history  ^at  was  so 
remarkable  it  merited  for  itself  the  title  "ttt 
Magic  City.”  Birmingham— now  a name  whiea 
epitomizes  for  many  throughout  the  worM 
hatred  and  violmce  and  brutality.  Birmingham 
—a  city  whose^people  now,  if  not  in  timel 
past,  truly  know  real  fear.  My  sincere  pray^ 
as  I waBced  away  and  the  prayer  of  nuny 
others  who,  like  myself,  were  btsrn  in  this  city 
and  who  love  this  city,  my  prayer  was  that  the 
time  would  not  be  so  long  before  this  city  once 
again  would  be  known  for  her  beauty,  for  her 
good  people,  for  her  tranquil  and  peaceful  w^ 
of  life,  for  charity  towards  all  men,  rather  thaa 
for  such  as  happened  on  this  overcast  aid 
tragi^Su^y  mor^g. - ^ ' 
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SAC,  Savannah  (157-503) 

^BAPBOM^ 

^ BOHBUTO  MATTERS 


Chief  W.  E.  LAIN,  Savannah  Fire  Department,  Savannah, 
Ga . , advised  that  anyone  who  purchases  explosives  in  Chatham 
County,  Savannah,  or  who  brings  explosives  into  Chatham  County 
is  required  to  secure  a permit  from  his  department. 

This  permit  bears  the  signature  of  applicant,  purpose 
for  which  explosives  are  to  be  used,  type  of  detonation  to  be 
used,  right  thumb  print  of  applicant  and  place  w'here  it  is  to 
be  used. 

A copy  of  this  application  is  then  forwarded  to  office 
of  State  Fire  Marshal,  132  State  Capitol,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

This  information  is  being  made  available  to  Bureau,  f 
Birmingham  as  00  and  Atlanta  in  event  it  is  considered  to  / 

have  investigative  potential  re  captioned  case,  it  being  fv 

assumed  that  other  states  have  similar  requirements. 
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Mr.  Belmont 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 
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Mr,  Conrad 

Mr.  DeLoach 

Mr.  ETan3„ 
r.  Gale.. 

Mr.  Rosen. 

Mr.  SullivaB 
Mr.  Tavel.. 


URG^T  9-26-6  6-29  E PM  EST  PP 

10/  DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
f-ROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH  /157-503/  IP 
JBAPBOi^  BM. 

RESVTEL  FEPT,  TWENTY FIVE  LAST. 

DUE  TO  BR,  BB,  TFIS,  AND  NEW  PROBABLE  AUTOMOBILE  THEFT  RING 
CASE,  ONLY  TWO  ADDITIONAL  KLANSMEN  INTERVIEWED  THIS  DATE,  NO 
INFORMATION  DEVELOPED  CONCERNING  POSSIBLE  SUSPECTS  IN  CAPTIONED 
fASE. 

APPROXIMATELY  SEVENTYFIVE  KLANSMEN  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED 
SAVANNAH  DIVISION. 

m-m 


END 

WA  7-30  PM  OK  FBI  E WA  OS  ^ 

BH  5-50  PM  OK  FB  I BH  SAA 
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j”It  is  a well  known  fact  you  have 
never  tried  to  find  the  white  people 
responsible  for  bombing.  Ever  since 
Emmet  Tell  was  murdered  you  men 
' by  your  orders  have  pretended  to  try 
Ito  find  the  murderers.  It  is  a disgrace 
' to  you  and  your  F.  B.  L that  all  you 
[ care  about  is  brown  nosing  the  Southern" 
; Senators  for  bigger  appropriations.  You 
have  the  nose  for  it  and  your  face  shows 
what  you  are,  a big  phony."  ; 
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Missing  G-Men 


(JAMES  A.  WECHSEEII 

It  became  the  bleak  duty  of  Senate  Majority  1/eader  Mans- 
field to  assure  the  Senate  on  Monday  that  FBI  Director  J.  Edgar 
Hoover  and  his  men  are  very  much  on  the  Job  in  Birmingham. 

Contrary  to  “reports  in  the  press"  about  the  “lack  of  interest 
of  the  FBI"  in  racist  crime,  Mr,  Mansfield  said,  he  personally 
had  "no  doubt”  (hat  the  FBI  and  its  director  were  ‘‘•do)ng_every- 
tliing  in  their  power  to  see  that  the  culprits  are  found  and 
punished.” 

I am  sure  he  is  right.  There  must,  after  all,  he  a limit  to  the 
Immunity  from  criticism  tliat  Jlr.  Hoover  can  claim.'  A distin- 
guished performance  is  overdue. 

In  the  past  eight  years,  Birmingham  homes  and  churches 
have  been  bombed  21  times,  according  to  official  tabulation.  If 
one  goes  back  to  1S47,  the  number  of  blasts  is  40.  The  figures 
are  probably  an  understatement.  The  crucial  fact  is  that  not  one 
of  those  cases  has  been  solved.  Time  and  again  it  has  been 
teported  that  FBI  agents  were  diligently  cooperating  with  local 
poUce  in  an  effort  to  find  the  criminals,  Ibe  record  has  been 
total  failure. 

« ♦ 

Perhaps  this  Ume  ttiings  will  be  different;  Mr.  Mahsft^d’s 
nlaintive  defense  reflects  the  degree  to  which  Mr.  Hoover  is  on 
- the  spot.  One  can  only  pray  that  the  assassins  of  these  innocent 
children  will  be  caught  But  one  must  add  that,  regardless  of 
the  outcome  of  this  search,  the  FBPs  Southg-n  perforii^ncc  has 
been  a disgrace, 

'‘~'Xhy  lesser  mortal  than  Mr.  Hoover  would  long  ago  have 
been  damned  by  press  and  ^lUicians  alike  for  the  continuous 
story  of  failure.  The  FBI’s  ability  to  escape  such  condemnation 
Is  an  almost  unplausible  triumph  of  public  relations  in  which 
even  the  faintest  harsh  word,  about  . J.  Edgar  Hoover  has  been 
loosely  equated  with  treason.  - 

The  bomb  that  destroyed  four  children  in  ^milngham  shbuld 
f have  finally  shaitered  the  Hoover  myth.  But  Mr  Mansfield's 
t testimonial  was  a reminder  that  such  legends  die  hard. 

. ♦ . . . jf.. . , « , . 

Tlie  quesHon,  of  coursei  h not  whether  the  FUl  wfil  Anally 

break  its  scoreless  streak.  The  children  are  dead. 

^ The  question  is  why  the  FBI  has  so  systematically  failed 
Ao  infiltrate  the  racist  mobs  and  thereby  anticipate— and  prevent 
- — at  least  some  Oi  the  terrorisE  Irensy  its  luois*' 

' ' atrous  climax  in  Birmingham  on  .Suhdayi^/  ~ . 

- That  issue  was.  bluntly,  raised' this  wcelcin  a telegram  from 
ADA's  Joseph  Rauh'  tb  President  Kehitedy-i-a  commuhleaffon 


'-SvSviVnKaB  w tl»  y.  a 

each  additional  tragedy  in  the^outr,  ne  a the  FBI  * 

5^ -The  total  infiltration  _ 

*t^3L?eTT„fita?/  "rations  Councn.  the 
- JcV^'Kto  and  other  racist  organizaUons  >s.  mexcusao..  , 

5Ltf£'^o'S^«'po“  rc.2,*..£  own  POBO.  op. 

'““S;U”.oumJC'V.Po«oomep»..lo.w^^^^^^  „.^.j 

^dential  pigeonhole  No  one  can  say  xvilh  P»e| 

But  this  is  thc^eart  01  the  rnaiier.  i o murders  could  doc% 

%riyir-SS.wfe= 

S”ot"an‘‘;rganteed‘"  con^pi^^^^  which  undercover  agem_s  -,i 
r^l^X^yrnsiMn^  is  not  simply  that  he  has  I 

VSied;  it  is  that  he  apparently  ctent  ?o ^Isk  hit  wf^ 

iSSt?  and  annuaUy  grant  him  any  funds  he  seeks,  even  in 
' Jnilicate  his  deference  to  me 


-u«4i.tn>r  »i<i  h»re  Is  designed  to  create  tl»e  Impression  that 

IrStor  a 

^'LTwS' wf w tt*‘  r!f“  "T>  ' 

ever  on  au  proressionai  sP«.- 

^"‘'-Now  men  didn't  mention  anyb^y  on  this  team. 

;;S2S.  rs«°  tti"  "'ItP  mle"'  l»»P  .P«w!  thP  CPPPW  ^ 

dur  present  ordeal. 


JJL?  Ift^lhments'’  by  Das1d  Cort  (Maendllan,  *4^ 

“ '”  Too^many  of  the  diets  I have  looked  at  s«m  to  me  vu  — 
, disapproval  of  other  people’s  having  any  fun. 


lor  me  AOmuustrauon  to  identify  itself  with  a diluted  bill  even 
before  this  Birmingham ' atrocity.  It  seetna  Inconceivable  now.  *hf.j 
Surely  all  the  dimensions  of  the  behind-the-scenes!. struggle  have,  cir  ’® 
been  altered  by  these  shattering  blows  to  the  whole  dootrine  w 
of  non-violence,  and  to  the  face  of  America. 

Regardless  of  what  happens  today  dr  tomorrow  Ih  Birining-’ 
ham,  the  battle  of  Washington  has  been  decisivrfy  altered,  fl 

' - • Jr 

The  Justice  Dept-’s  decfsIoB  to  send  such  top  civil  tights 
trouble-shooters  as  Burke  Mai'shall  to  the  scene  reflects  the 
Administration’s  awarenesa  Of  jdw  national  gravity  aa  well  as  th^ 
human  horror  o.f  these  kUlings/^The  Initial  announcement  nierely 
said  the  FBI  was  being  -"called -iii”  at  once,  but  sonwone  must 
have  quickly  recognized  the  inadequate  of  fnat  inovc.T^  ! 

> ^ ■ 

The  , real  question,  as'  oiie  ponders  the  latest  conunuiitqtiea 
from  Birmingham,  is  not  whether  the  Administration  can  any 
Jonger  contemplate  some  tidy  compromise  on  civil  rights  legis- 
lation supplemented  by  Isolated  acts  of,  intervention.  It  la 
whether  even  its  effective  advocacy  of  a strong  bill,  will  be 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  authority  of  the  Negro  leaders  who  have 
bravely  clung  to  the  coiu'se  of  non-violence  in  the  face  of  so 
much,  brutal  provocation. 

The  Kennedy  Administration,  in  its  first  i^jhase,  underesti- 
mated the  passion  and  meaning  of  the  equal  rights'  revolution. 

3Vfr,  ICPHncdy  hus  confes-scd  ths,t  his  own  sonss  ot  tuning  cHsingod 
when  the  dogs  were  unleashed  in  Birmingham;  up  till  that  mo- 
ment he  had  obviously  hoped  to  avoid  any  Congressional  battle. 

This  slaughter  of  children  in  Birmingham  Is  far  more'  mon- 
strous than  anything  that  happened  before.  It  renders  adaeemic 
any  argument  as  to  whether  the  Administration  can  avoid  a 
major  confrontation  on  Capitol  Hill  in  the  coming  civil  rights 
test.  Once  again  events  have  dictated  that  the  President  rise  to 
an  occasion  not  because  any  clause  of  any  bill  r.iight  have  saved 
these  children,  but  because. there  can  no  longer  lie  any  ambiguity 
about  where  the  Federal  government  stands. 

In  the  context  of  this  Birmingham  tragedy  some  of  the 
detailed  arguments  over  specific  provisions  of  the  "public  accom- 
modations” bill  become  as  vulgar  as  t'ney  arc  irrelevant.  Shaii 
seriously  quibble  over  whether  these  slain  little  girls  should  have 
been  permitted  to  enter  public  swimming  pools? 

* * V 

It  was  Harry  Trnman’s  misfortune,  on  the  eve  of  this  disaster, 
to  deliver  an  oration  proclaiming  that  ‘'if  the  Northern  busy- 
bodies  stay  at  home  and  clean  up  their  own  backyards,  the  rest 
of  the  country  will  obey  its  laws"  and  to  berate  “these  young- 
sters who  are  running  around  the  country  trying  tq  institute jndb 
rule."  I trust  Mr.  Truman  hates  himself  this  morning.  But 
there^  are  many  others  whose  insensitivity  to  the  depth  of  this 
conflict  appears  equally  conspicious  as  funeral  services  are  pre- 
pared for  these  children  of  Birmingham. 

live  calamity  has  happened.  It  is  irretrie'vable  and  unfor- 
gettable. In  the  face  of  these  murders,  only  (he  President  can 
speak  for  the  country's  conscience — and  not  merely  by  words 
of  gen'nihe  lament, '"but?  by  full,  dedicated  commitment  in' a legis- 


Jatlve  as  well  as  moral  sense.  His.  1863  is  heij^  fjtd'nose. 


"‘'.big:;;- 


church  yesterday  may  have  blaated  the  carefiii  plans  oi  ittany 
mea  in  Washington  who  stIU  refuse  to  believe  teat  the  struggle 
for  equal  rights  Is  a lUe-and-death  matter  in  which  the  usual  ® 
formulae  of  political  maneuver  are  out  of  date.  spenovJ 

* ^ . munSp^ 

In  the  af termatli  of  last  month’s  Freedt-m  Marni  many  Mayo  1 


Jif  Edgar  Hoover  is  the  real  murderer  growing  r»l 

JL  ^ , V It  was  blandly  problems 

(Phony  Edgar)  , a healthy  emo-  that  our  i 

_ . n . - . be  a quiet  (q  ^eet  ■ ' 


iotu  Even  some  prospect 


V,  - .j:-  , 


letdown  thereafter,  permitting  the  jolly  spirit  of  “compromise"  to  gjven  to 
dominate  legislative  dlspoeal  Of  the  dvll-rlghts  hills,  ^ that  W- ‘ 

Strong  voices  within  the  Administration  quietly  contimied  OOO.OTJ 
to  resist  the  drive  for  a swiping  civil  rights  statute  and  to  coun-  tjn  j 
sel  the  President  against  any  total  investment  in  such  a measure, 

The  important  thing,  the  cool  calculators  argued,  was  to  get  p^ 
'■some  kind  of  a bill"  rather  than  to  risk  defeat  by  seeking  such 
controversial  provisions  as  the  item  knows  as  "part  IlL’*'  Undqr 
the  proopsal  the  Justice  Dept,  Would  he  armed  With  broad 
hew  powers  to  bring  injunction  proceedings  against  dvil  rights 
violators  and  theii'  police  accomplices.  It  would  dramatically 
align  the  U.  S.  with  the  victims  of  racist  hooliganism. 

Both  this  provision  and  the  demand  for  an  FEPC  clause  wera 
vieivcd  by  some  Administration  strategists  "fighting"  proposi- 
tions that  could  only  Imperil  the  chance  for  "some  kind  of  bill."  pt 
Throughout  the  last  fortnight  Informed  reports  have  In-  to 
dlcated  that  the  strategy  of  retreat  was  prevailing.  Cl 

But  that  was  before  yesterday's  terrible  bcmbing  in  Blnw- 
Sugham,  perhaps  the  most  gruesonie  and  inflarnniatorjr  episode 
>jthat  has  occurred  in  our-  modern  sequel  to  the  civil  war. 

* 4 * 

As  this  Is  Written  Uttle  more  Is  known'  tlioa  tliat  four  in- 
nocent Negro  children  were  cruelly  slain  in  the  aynamlting  of  « 

Negro  church  that  has  been  used  as  a citadel  of  civil  rights  «S;> 
sembiage.  that_a  l4-year-oJd  Negro  boy  has  been  killed  by  lp<iil 
police  and  a 9-year-old  boy  hy  two  white  wairhns  In  the  angry 
turmoil  that  follow^  the  slayings.  But  one  need  not  know  much 
more  to  know  that  those  who  have  been  advocating  a soft  line  la 
the  Congressional  civil  rights  debate  must  liave  - suffered  a-  . 

devastating  shock.  ■ .■ -"i-''; 'V'-' ■■  ■ -■  ’ T 

It  would  have  been  politicly  hazardous  and  morally  diiblous^,S^’ 
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In  connection  with  our  Investigation  of  the  bombing  of  the 
Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  on  9-15-63, 
the  following  information Is  submitted 


1-7  % 


^ C H^ver^effort  is  being  expended  to  Identify  the  Sergeant  Bill 
I described  faj|||H  inquiries  and  contacts  of  sources  at  Fort 

(McClellan  a^^colRinuina  to  be  pushed.  is  xoina  to  be  available 


I McClellan  are  conxinuing  to  be  pushed.  is  going  to  be  available 
for  interview  again  today  and  he  will  ^^^Rher  questioned  by  Agents 
in  an  effort  to  establish  if  there  is  any  truth  to  his  story. 


of  victim  church,  several  additional  persons  who  were  in  the  church 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion  have  advised  that  the  odor  which  followed 
the  explosion  was  unlike  anything  they  had  ever  smelled  before.  They 
i described  it  as  somewhat  like  a dry  gunpowder  or  firecracker  type 
smell  and  yet  not, fpecifically  the  same  as  gunpowder  or  firecracker 
I odor.  Arrangemeifts  are  being  made  through  military  authorities  at 
Fort  McClellan  for  a test  ej^pl^ion  of  craiposltion  C3  to  determine 
if  these  witnesses  can  identify  the  odor  from  the  explosion  with  the 


1 ^Ttr.  4Sohi^  t 
1 - Mr,  Conrad  V 
1 - Mr.  DeLoach^ 


JCT:cac  / 
(11) 


1 - Mr'.  Evans 
i - Mr,  Sullivan 
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Uemorandum  to  Hr*  Belmont 
RE:  UNSUBS;  BOUSING  OF  SIXTEENTH 

STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


in  connection  witn  our  investigation  to  locate  a 
Rambler  automobile  withllcens^t^  beginning  with  1A7  or 
1B7  allegedly  seen  near  the  scene  of  the 

bombing  shortly  after  its  occurrence,  the  Birmingham  Office 
has  located  and  eliminated  17  such  cars.  Since  other  witnesses 
in  the  area  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  have 
advised  that  the^saj^i^such  car,  there  Is  some  doubt  as  to 
I the  veracity  of  ^m[|||^infonnation,  and  he  is  being  reinter- 
i viewed  today  in  this  regard. 


The  Birmingham  Office  is  continuing  to  check  into  the 
possibility  of  members  of  the  Nation  of  Islam  (NOI)  being 
involved  in  view  of  that  organization's  advocacy  of  the 
separation  of  the  races  and  its  qiposltlon  to  integration. 

Members  of  the  Birmingham  mosque  of  NOI,  which  is  located  across 
the  street  from  victim  church,  are  being  located  for  interview 
and  their  whereabouts  during  the  pertinent  period  checked  out. 

The  Birmingham  Office  and  auxiliary  offices  are 
completing  as  rapidly  as  possible  inter^ews  of  known  Klan  and 
hate  group  members  and  are  appropriately  checking  out  the 
whereabouts  during  the  pertinent  pe 
amona  these  Individuals. 


upon  '‘^contact  by  Bureau  Agents  on 
questions  or  account  for  his 
whereabouts  at  the  time  of  the  bombing.  That  phase 
Investigation  concerning  the  possible  Involvement  of^^^^Ha 
members  of  his  gang  is  continuing  to  be  pressed. 


^1. 

Memorandum  to  Mr.  Belmont 
RE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXXESNTH 

STRSET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Asa  Earl  Carter,  Oxford,  Alabama,  a staunch  segrega- 
tionist and  member  of  the  Volunteers  for  Alabama  and  Wallace , 
was  interviewed  on  9-23-63  but  furnished  no  Information  of 
value.  He  indicated  disapproval  of  such  violence  as  Ihe  bombing 
of  the  victim  church  and  offered  to  cooperate  fully  with  the 
Bureau  concerning  the  matter.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  bombing  could  have  been  perpetrated  by  a white  person  but 
that  such  a person  would  have  to  be  crazy  and  that  any  such 
person  would  logically  be  associated  with  the  National  States 


them  concerning  their  whereabouts  during  the  pertinent  period  of 
the  bombing  will  be  immediately  checked. 


ACTION 
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By  Wallace  H.  Terry 

Stuff  lUport*r 

I Attorney  General  Robert  F. 
Kennedy  yesterday  ordered 
his  chief  civU  rights  aide  and 
two  other  top  Justice  Depart- 
ment officials  into  Birming- 
ham to  spearhead  a full  in- 
vestigation of  the  N e g r p 
church  bombing  that  killed 
four  children. 

The  three  left  Washington 


tate  authorities  to  request 
id,  because  of  a Federal  law 
hich  presumes  that  any  ex* 
losive  used  In  a bombing 
as  crossed  a state  line. 
They  may  also  move  when 
it  is  suspected  that  pereons 
have  conspired  to  prevent 
others  from  enjoying  their 
jConstitutional  rights. 

The  spokesman  said  a bomb- 
ing on  Sept.  4 in  Birmingham 


less  than  five  hours  afterfis  under  FBI  investigation 

Tin»  five  nthpr 


news  of  the  tragedy  was  re- 
ported here. 

A spokesman  for  the  Justice 
department  said  that  outside 
bomb  experts  also  were  being 
brought  in  to  aid  the  officials 
{and  FBI  agents  who  are  assist- 
ing local  authorities. 

Making  the  trip  were  Assist- 
ant Attorney  General  Burke 
Marshall,  Assistant  Deputy  At- 
torney General  Joseph  Dolan 
and  the  Attorney  General's  ad- 
ministrative assistant,  John 
Nolan. 

. Marshall,  who  heads  the  De 
|{partment's  civil  rights  divi 
Sion,  was  the  key  figure  in 
the  mediations  which  brought^* 
an  end  to  the  racial  strife  in 
Birmingham  last  April  and 
May, 

No  immediate  comment  was 
expected  from  President  Ken- 
nedy, who  learned  of  the 
bombing  while  aboard  the 
White  House  yacht  Honey 
Fitz  off  Newport,  R.  li 
I The  spokesman  said  the  At- 
torney General  is  keeping  his 
jbrother  informed  of  the  situa- 
Ition  as  he  has  done  in  past 

facial  crises, 

An  FBI  spokesman  said 
agents  in  Birmingham  rushed 
to  the  scene  immediately  and 
several  more  will  be  arriving 

! from  nearby  cities. 

1 He  said  the  FBI  moves  in 
automatically  to  assist  in  in- 
vestigations of  violence  like 
the  Birmingham  bombing,  but 
fn  this  case  the  Department 
has  specifically  directed 
ifull  investigation. 

Federal  officials  can  step 
into  such  cases  immediately^ 
vmhout  f^aiting  for^ocai  or 


mhifh  fhfgp 

jjrrrntV'  ^ _ \ 

Investigations  iiko  bombings 
in  that  area — -and  Birmingham 
has  bad  a long  history  of 
them — become  ve  ‘y  difficult 
because  of  the  ea<  / accessibil- 
ity of  dynamite. 

Birmingham  b<  ing  an  ore 
mining  center,  C3  plosives  are 
cheap  and  plentiul.  Experts 
in  their  use  are  numerous. 

Since  1947  thefcity  has  been 
rocked  by  at  least  50  bomb 
ings  About  halq  of  these  have 


Negroes  have  been  the  victims. 
But  yesterday  was  the  first 
time  anyone  was  killed. 

Churches  have  been  the  tar- 
gets in  seven  instances. 

The  frequency  of  racially 
related  bombings  has  in- 
creased since  the  city  moved 
Into  an  Uneasy  settlement  of 
racial  differences  last  May 
and  with  the  desegregation  of 
public  schools  Sept.  4. 

Four  persons  were  injured 
May  11  when  the  home  of  the 
brother  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  and  a Negro 
motel  were  hit.  On  Aug.  20,  a 
bomb  caused  extensive  dam- 
age to  a Negro  attorney’s 
home.  It  was  again  hit  the 
night  schools  desegregated. 

Four  days  later,  the  home 
of  the  Negro  businessman  who 
owns  the  motel  was  fired.  And 
last  Tuesday  a small  concus- 
sion grenade  went  off  In  a 
Negro  neighborhood. 

In  the  wake  of  the  May  11 
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been  related  to  labor  disputes 
But  in  mor<  recent  years  bombings,  several  persons,  in- 
Negroes  primi  rily  have  be-  eluding  policemen,  were  In- 
fome  the  targ  lU.  jured  in  a riot.  The  Sept.  4 

The  bombing  i of  the  church  bombing  again  set  off  rioting 
■marked  at  lea*  the  21st  time  which  left  one  Negro  dead 
|in  the  last  eight  years  thatUnd  20  injured.  .« 
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UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  .SIXTEENTH 
STREET  BAPTIST_.CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM, AM BABiA,  9-«15-6_3 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


date:  9-17-63 


-A®'  ' 


, ^ "The  Washington  Post  and  Times  Herald"  for  September  16, 

||l963,  page  A6,  sets  forth  remarks  allegedly  from  an  FBI  spokesman 
^concerning  subject  bombing.  The  spokesman  allegedly  stated  that 
..the  bombing  on  September  4,  1963,  in  Birmingham,  is  under  FBI 
II investigation  but  not  five  other  bombings  which  have  occurred 
11  there  recently. 

"The  Washington  Post  and  Times  Herald"  articles  is  inaccurati,  ' 
Of  the  six  recent  bombings  which  have  occurred  in  Birmingham  since 
5-11-63,  the  Bureau  is  investigating  four  of  them  and  in  two  of  the^i. 
the  facts  were  presented  to  the  Department  and  no  inv^tigation  was^ 
[requested.  ~ *"  i 


DETAILS  7 ' ^ 

/ 

A check  was  made  with  the  office  of  Mr.  DeLoach  and  no  such'^'^ 
statement  has  been  made  as  indicated  in  "The  Washington  Post  and 
Times  Herald"  article,  Qq 


Concerning  the  recent  bombings  which  have  occurred  in 
Birmingham,  the  following  should  be  noted,  (1)  The  Gaston  MoteL, 


an  integrated  motel  in  Blrmigghaqtj  was  bombed  on  fe-ll«^5T  ?2)  ®e  oj 
^lome  of  Reverend  A.  b.  W,  King,  the  brother  of  Reverend  Martin  Luthei^Q 
King, ’'"Jr. . .was  also  bombed  on  the  same  night  in  EnsiPiV,  Alabamg,  a qJ 
suburb Tof  Birmingham, 

V- 

,^The  Bureau  is  conducting  an  active  investigation  into  these 
bombing  and  extensive  >eports  have  been  furnished  to  the  Department .^3, 


[i  - " * M4  ’vV^‘ 31/ 5"  7- 

(3)  The  residence  of  Arthur  D.  Shores. 

[attorney  who  has  been  active  in  civil  rights  matters ^in 
Birmingham,  was  bombed  on  August  20,  1963.  No  ' 

injured  in  the ^ explog^h  and'  some  damage  was  done  to  the 
^f  '^is  hom^  the  garage  of  the  southwest 


^£■^18  home. 

1 - Mr,  Mohr  ^ 
1 - Mr.  DeLoacJi:^ p." 
1 - Mr , 
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Uemorandum  to  Mr.  Belmont 
RE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH 

STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


corner.  The  facts  concerning  this  bombing  were  furnished 
to  Mr,  David  H,  Marlin  and  Mr,  St,  John  Barrett  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Division  of  the  Department  and  no  investigation 
was  requested.  • " 


(4)  The  residence  of  Arthur  D.  Shores  was  again 
bombed  on  September  4.  1963^  The  facts  In  this  bombing 
were  discussea  with  the  Department  on  Septeaiber  4,  1963  ^ 
and  no  request  for  investigation  \ms  made;  however,  on  — 
September  5,  1963,  the  Department  did  request  an  investi- 
gation into  the  bombing.  A full  investigation  is  being 
conducted  concerning  this  bombing  arid  a special  squad  of  - 
Agents  has  been  sent  to  Birmingham  to  conduct  the  investi- 
gation. 


(5)  On  the  evening  of  September  8,  1963,  the 
[residence  of  A.  G,  Gaston  in  Jefferson  County.  TTTabama,  was 

(the  ob j^ect  cTf -two  fii^ bombs.  Mr,  Gaston  is  the  owner  of 
the  Gaston  Motel  and  he  is  a wealthy  Negro  in  the 
Birmingham  area.  He  has  not  been  active  in  civil  rights 
matters.  The  facts  in  this  fire  bombing  were  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Department  on  September  8,  1963, 
and  no  investigation  was  requested. 


(6)  The  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Birmingham,  a large  Negro  church  which  has  been  the  center 


^-1 

VJL,  V4^mVPXLt3  CX  ^ WC^O  blit?  J, 

September  15,  1963.  This  is  the  present  bombing  in  which 
four  Negro  children  were  killed  and  16  other  persons  were 
injured.  We  immediately  entered  this  case  to  conduct _a 
full  invesfi^tion,  and  sent  an  additional  special  squad 


of  Agents  under  the  supervision  of  SAC  Roy  Moore  of  the 
Little  Rock  Office  into  Birmingham  to  conduct  the  inves- 
^tigation. 


\/ 

V 


'-‘./v’A 


!\  i\  r 


- 2 - 


A 


L 


8-19" '.ev‘.  S-27-63) 

t 


J 


J 


A /» 


0 Uead  Alter 


Belmont 

Mohr  


Casper 


_ Caliban 
Gmrad  _ 


Loach 
‘Evans  _ 


17- 


Gale 


KnRpnJ-^  ^ 

Sullivan  

Tavel  


Trotter  __ 
Tele  Room 

Holmes  

Gandy  


r 


Linurcn  oomhin 


r=S 


Blast  Kills 

4Chadren; 

RiotsFollowi 

Two  Youths  Slain; 
Slate  Reinforces 
Binninghaiii  Police 

BIRMINGHAM,  Sept.  15 
(UPI)  — A bomb  hurled 
from  a passing  car  blasted 
a crowded  Negro  church  to- 
day, killing  four  girls  in 
their  Sunday  school  classes 
j and  triggering  ou^reaks  of 
I violence  that  16ft  ^wo  more 
persons  dead  in  the  streets. 

Two  Negro  youths  were 
killed  in  outbreaks  of  shooting 


I Three  Justice  Depart- 
ment officials  sent  to 
BirviingknAi  to  probe 
bombing.  Page  A6. 


seven  hours  after  the  16th 
Street  Baptist  Church  was 
bombed,  and  a third  was 
! wounded. 

As  darkness  closed  over  the 
! city  hours  later,  shots  crackled 
sporadically  in  the  Negro  ato 
tions.  Stones  smashed  - into 
' cftea  dgwrCn  by  whiteS”^ 


■ Five  FiriK  Beported*— — 

' , Police  reported  at  least  five 
fires  in  Negro  business  estab- 
lishments tonight.  An  official 
said  “Some  are  being  set,”  in- 
cluding one  at  a mop  factory 
touched  off  by  gasoline 
•thrown  on  the  building.  The 
fires  were  brought  under  con- 
, trol  and  there  were  no  in- 

■ juries. 

[Meanwhile,  NAACP  Execu- 
tive Secretary  Roy  Wilkins 
wired  President  Kennedy  that 
unless  the  Federal  Govern- 
ni&nt  offers  mors  thsn  **pics” 
yune  and  piecemeal  aid 
against  this  type  of  bestiality” 
Negroes  will  “employ  such 
methods  as  our  desperation 
may  dictate  in  defense  of  the 
jJives  of  our  people.."] 

I Reinforced  police  units  pa- 
1 trolled  the  city  and  500  battle- 

■ dressed  National  Guardsmen 

I' stood  by  at  an  armory. 

City  police  shot  a 16-year- 
ojd  Magiy  to  death  ,whpn  hp 
^refused  to  heed  tffeir  com- 
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%aDaS  to  halt  after  they 
caught  him  stoning  cars.  A 13- 
year-old  Negro  boy  was  shot 
I and  killed  as  he  . rode  his| 
bicycle  in  a suburban  area 
' north  of  the  city.  ' 

Police  Battle  Crowd 

Downtown  streets  were  de- 
serted after  dark  and  police 
urged  white  and  Negro  par- 
ents to  keep  their  children  off 
the  streets. 

Thousands  of  hysterical  Ne- 
groes poured  into  the  area 
around  the  church  this  morn- 
ing and  police  fought  for  two 
hours,  firing  rifles  into  the 
air,  to  control  them. 

t^en  the  crowd  broke  up, 
scattered  shootings  and  ston- 
Ings  erupted  through  the  city 
during  the  afternoon  and  to- 
night. 

The  Negro  youth  killed  by- 
police  was  Johnny  Robinson, 
16.  They  said  he  fled  down  an 
alley  when  they  caught  him 
stoning  cars.  They  shot  him 
when  he  refused  to  halt. 

The  13-year-old  boy  killed 
outside  the  city  was  Virgil 
Ware.  He  was  shot  at  about 
the  same  time  as  Robinson. 

Shortly  after  the  bombing 
police  broke  up  a rally  of 
white  students  protesting  the 
desegregation  of  three  Bir- 
mingham schools  last  week. 
A motorcade  of  militant  adult 
segregationists  apparently  en 
route  to  the  student  rally  was 
disbanded. 

'■■pOUC^  patrols,  augumented 
by  300  State  troopers  sent  into 
the  city  by  Gov.  George  C, 
Wallace,  quickly  broke  up  all 
gatherings  of  white  and  Ne- 
groes. Wallace'  sent  the 
troopers  and  ordered  500  Na- 
tional Guardfemen  to  stand  by 
at  Birmingham  armories. 

King  arrived  in  the  city  to- 
night and  went  into  a confer- 
ence with  the  Rev.  Fred  Shut- 
tlesworth,  a leader  in  the  civil 
rights  fight  in  Birmingham. 

The  City  Council  held  an 
emergency  meeting  to  discuss  i 
safely  measures  for  the  city,- 
but  rejected,  proposals  for  a' 
curfew,  I 

Dozens  of  persons  were  in- 
jured when  the  bomb  went  off  i 
in  the  church,  which  held  I 
400  Negroes  at  the  time,  in-; 
eluding  80  children.  It  was 
Youth  Day  at  the  church. 

A few  hours  later,  police 


J 


picked  up  two  white  IHBI17 
questioned  them  about  the 
bombing  and  released  them. 

The  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  wired  President  Ken- 
nedy from  Atlanta  that  he  was 
going  to  Birmingham  to  plead 
.with  Negroes  to  "remain  non- 
violent” 

But  he  said  that  unless  "im- 
mediate Federal  steps  are 
taken”  there  will  be  “in  Bir- 
mingham and  Alabama  the 
worst  racial  holocaust  this  Na- 
tion has  ever  setn.” 

Dozens  of  survivors,  their 
faces  dripping  blood  from  the 
glass  that  flew  out  of  the 
church’s  stained  glass  win- 
dows, staggered  around  the 
building  in  a cloud  of  white 
dust  raised  by  the  explosion. 
The  blast  crushed  two  nearby 
cars  like  toys  and  blew  out 
windows  blocks  away. 

Negroes  stoned  cars  in  other 
sections  of  Birmingham  and 
police  exchanged  shots  with  a 
Negro  firing  wild  shotgun 
blasts  two  blocks  from  the 
church.  It  took  officers  two 
hours  to  disperse  the  scream- 
ing, surging  crowd  of  2000  Ne- 
groes who  ran  to  the  church 
at  the  sound  of  the  blast 

At  least  20  persoftg  ■ wore' 
hurt  badly  enough  by  the 
blast  to  be  treated  at  hos- 
pitals. Many  more,  cut  and 
bruised  by  flying  debris,  were 
treated  privately.' 

[Associated  Press  reported 
that  among  the  injured  In 
subsequent  shooting  were  a 
white  man  injured  by  a Negro. 
Another  white  man  was 
wounded  by  a Negro  who  at- 
tempted to  rob  him,  according 
to  police.] 

Mayor  Albert  Boutwell, 
tears  streaming  down  bis 
cheeks,  announced  the  city 
had  asked  for  help. 

"It  is  a tragic  event,”  Bout- 
well  said,  “It  is  just  sickening 
that  a few  individuals  could 
commit  such  a horrible 
atrocity.  The  occurrence  of 
such  a thing  has  so  gravely 
concerned  the  public  . . . ” 
His  voice  broke  and  he  could 
not  go  on. 

Boutwell  and  Police  Chief 
Jamie  Moore  requested  the 
State  assistance  in  a telegram 
to  Wallace. 

“While  the  situation  appears 
to  be  well  under  control  of 
local  law  enforcement  officers: 
at  this  Ume,  the  possibility  of 


tnfther  trouble  exists,”  Bout- 
w^l  and  Moore  said  in  their 
telegram. 

I President  Kennedy,  yachting 
off  Newport,  R.  I.,  was  notified 
by  radio-telephone  and  At- 
torney General  Robert  F.  Ken- 
nedy ordered  his  chief  civil 
rights  troubleshooter,  Burke 
Marshal],  to  Birmingham.  At 
least  25  FBI  agents,  Including 
bomb  experts  from  Washing- 
ton, were  being  rushed  in. 

City  Police  Inspector  W.  J. 
Haley  said  as  many  as  15 
sticks  of  dynamite  must  have 
been  used. 

"We  have  talked  to  witnesses 
who  say  they  saw  a car  drive 
by  and  then  speed  away  just 
before  the  bomb  hit,”  he  said. 

In  Montgomery,  Wallace 
said  he  had  a similar,  report 
and  said  the  descriptions  of 
the  car’s  occupants  did  not 
make  clear  their  race.  But 
he  served  notice  "on  those 
responsible  that  every  law 
enforcement  agency  of  this 
State  will  be  used  to  appre- 
hend them.” 

The  bombing  was  the  21st 
in  Birmingham  in  eight  years, 
and  the  first  to  kill.  None  of 
the  bombings  h.ave  been 
solved. 

As  police  struggled  to  hold 
back  the  crowd,  the  blasted 
church’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  John 
H.  Cross,  grabbed  a mega- 
phone and  walked  back  and 
forth,  telling  the  crowd,  "The 
police  are  doing  everything 
they  can.  Please  go  home.” 

“The  Lord  is  our  shepherd,” 
he  sobbed.  “We  shall  not 
want.”  i 

The  only  stained  glass 
window  in  the  church  that  re- 
mained in  its  frame  showed 
Christ  leading  a group  of  little 
children.  The  face  of  Christ 
was  blown  out' 

After  the  police  dispersed 
the  hysterical  crowds,  work- 
men with  pickaxes  went  Into 
the  wrecked  basement  of  the 
church.  Parts  of  brightly 
painted  children’s  furniture 
were  strewn  about  in  one  Sun- 
day School  room,  and  blood 
stained  the  floors.  Chunks  of 
concrete  the  size  of  footballs 
littered  the  basement 

The  bomb  apparently  went 
off  in  an  unoccupied  basement 
room  and  blew  down  the  wall, 
sending  stone  and  debris  fly- 
ing like  shrapnel  into  a room 
where  children  were  re-assem- 
bling for  closing  prayen  fol- 


lowing Sunday  SchoOk  Diblw 
and  song  books  lay  shredded 
and  scattered  through  the 
church. 

In  the  main  sanctuary  up-; 
stairs,  which  holds  about  500 
persons,  the  pulpit  and  Blbie 
were  covered  with  pieces  of 
stained  glass. 

One  of  the  dead  girls  was 
decapitated.  The  coroner’s  of-! 
flee  identified  the  dead  as 
Denise  McNair,  11;  Carol  Rob- 
ertson, 14;  Cynthia  Wesley,  14, 
and  Addie  Mae  Collins,  10. 

As  the  crowd  outside 
watched  the  victims  being 
carried  out.  one  youth  broke 
away  and  tried  to  touch  one 
of  the  blanket-covered  forms. 

“This  is  my  sister,”  he  cried. 
“My  God,  she’s  dead.”  Police 
took  the  hysterical  boy  away. 

Mamie  Grier,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday  School, 
said  when  the  boirib  went  off 
“people  began  screaming,  al- 
most stampeding”  to  get  out- 
side, The  wounded  walked 
around  in  a daze,  she  said. 

One  of  the  injured  taken  to 
a hospital  was  a white  man. 
Many  others  cut  by  flying 
glass  and  other  debris  were 
not  treated  at  hospitals. 
Fourth  in  Four  Weeftg" 

It  was  the  fourth  bombing  in  j 
four  weeks  in  Birmingham, 
and  the  third  since  the  current  | 
school  desegregation  crisis ' 
came  to  a boil  Sept.  4. 

Desegregation  of  schools  in, 
Birmingham,  Mobile  and  Tus-i 
kegee  was  finally  brought  j 
about  last  Wednesday  whenj 
President  Kennedy  federalized 
the  National  Guard.  Some  of 
the  Guardsmen  in  Birmingham 
are  still  under  Federal  orders. 
Wallace  said  the  ones  he 
alerted  today  were  units  of 
the  Guard  “not  now  feder- 
alized.” 

The  City  of  Birmingham 
has  offered  a $52,000  reward 
for  the  arrest  of  the  bombers, 
and  Wallace  today  offered  an- 
other $5000. 

Dr. ' King  Berates  Wallace 

But  Dr.  King  wired  Wallace 
that  “the  blood  of  four  little 
children  ...  is  on  your  hands. 
Your  irresponsible  and  mis- 
guided actions  have  created 
in  Birmingham  and  Alabama 
the  atmosphere  that  his  in- 
duced continued  violence  and; 
now  miwdcr.”  I 


gathered  in  front  of  the  bombed  church  in  Binnin|^  trf  the  scene  by  Uov.  ixeorge 


^ ) 
o 


investigated  the  blast  in  the  16th . 
Street  Baptist  Church  there.  Door*  > 
way  in  center  is  the  church  entt^hri.^ 


An  empty  stretcher  waited  for  one  of 
the  victims  in  yesterday’s  Binning- 
'ham  bhmbing  as  police  and  firemen 


A Civil  Defense  worker  in  the  foreground  carries  a bull  horn  as  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  dtu 

1R!  aiiihYiremen  inspect  the  debris  from  the  bombing  of  a cBuTClr'  killed.  Story,  another  pic] 
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UNITED  STATES  GC  .RNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr.  Belmon A"**  ^ 


DATE;  September  19,  1963 


A.  Rosen 


Ay 


SUBJECT; 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS 
BOMBING  OF^IXTEENTH 
STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBERJ.5^196^ 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


The  following  information  concerns  our  investigation  to  identify 
the  perpetrators  of  the  bombing  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  on  9/15/63.  -r' 


Memorandum  for  Mr.  Belmont 


RE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF 


In  connection  with  the  continuing  investigation  in  the  area  of  the 
bombing  the  Birmingham  Office  located  and  interviewed  ten  addtional 
persons  'vrfio  were  reportedly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church  shortly  after  the 
explosion  but  these  individuals  were  unable  to  furnish  any  pertinent  information. 
Additional  member^  of  the  congregation  who  were  present  in  the  chimch  at  the 
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Memorandum  for  Mr.  Belmont 
RE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF 

SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


time  of  the  bombing  are  also  being  located  and  interviewed  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  This  phase  of  the  investigation  is  being  pressed  and  efforts  are 
being  made  to  identify  and  locate  a Negro  man  and  woman  who  were  seen 
running  from  the  vicinity  of  the  diurch  by  two  Civil  Defense  workers 
immediately  after  the  explosion.  The  Civil  Defense  workers  advised  the  man 

I and  woman  told  them  they  were  running  because  they  were  frightened  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  bombing. 


An  additional  122  interviews  of  known  Klan  and  hate  group  members 
and  bombing  suspects  conducted  by  the  Birmingham  and  auxiliary  offices  on 
9/18/63  disclosed  no  information  of  value.  These  interviews  are  continuing. 


The  funeral  services  for  three  of  the  four  children  killed  in  the 
explosion  took  place  on  9/18/63  and  no  suspicious  persons  were  observed 
in  the  large  crowd  which  attended  the  services.  The  only  incident  which 
occurred  involved  an  anonymous  report  received  by  the  Birmingham  Police 
Department  (PD)  that  a man  in  a cafe  at  Sixth  Avenue  and  Twelfth  Street, 
South,  had  a gun  and  had  declared  his  intention  to  shoot  a^i^unCT^^ 
procession  when  it  passed  the  cafe.  Police  located  one  a 

white  male  at  the  cafe  in  question,  found  Mm  in  possession  ot  a pistOl”  and 
placed  him  under  arrest  for  violation  of  the  State  Firearms  Act  and  for 
being  drunk.  This  occurred  prior  to  the  funeral  and  the  police  were  unable 
to  find  any  witnesses  as  to  any  statements  made  by||||^|^|||hat  he  intended 
to  shoot  at  the  funeral  procession.  


The  Birmingham  Office  has  submitted  to  the  FBI  Laboratory 
material  obtained  during  the  crime  scene  search  for  spectrographic  examination 
in  an  effort  to  locate  possible  explosive  residues.  This  material  is  presently 
being  examined  by  the  Ijaboratory.  The  crime  scene  search  including  the 
examination  of  two  automobiles  damaged  in  the  explosion  has  been  completed 
but  no  physical  evidence  of  the  type  of  explosive  device  used  in  the  bombing 


miles  outside  of  Birmingham  on  9/ 16/ 63  disclosed  the  car  was  completely 
burned  with  all  combustible  material  reduced  to  ashes  and  nothing  was  found 
which  could  be  associated  with  an  e3q>losive  substance  or  bomb  accessory, 
biquiry  into  the  theft  and  burning  of  this  car  is  continuing  in  order  to  determine 
if  it  is  possibly  involved  in  the  tombing. 
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Memorandum  for  Mr,  Belmont 
RE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF 

SKTEENIH  STREET  BAI>TIST  CHURCH 


A Washington  news  report  on  9/19/ 63  that  Birmingham  Police 


bombing  has  been  checked  by  the  Birmingham  Office  with  the  Birmingham 
PD  and  Lieutenant  Tom  Cook  of  that  department  advised  that  he  knows  of  1 
no  such  order  having  been  issued  by  his  department. 


The  Birmingham  Office  and  auxiliary  offices  are  handling  all 
phases  of  this  investigation  on  a preferred  basis  and  all  leads  are  beii^  run 
out  as  rapidly  as  possible. 


ACTION; 


This  matter  is  receivii^  dose  attention  at  the  Seat  of  Government 
and  pertinent  developments  will  be  immediately  brought  to  your  attention. 


'C  , 


i 


-4- 


Date:  9/20/63 


Transmit  the  following  in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


I A 7pc  tn 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority  or  Uetkod  of  Mailing) 


4 


. 


TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 


Director,  FBI  (167-1025) (At ten:  FBI  Laboratory, 

Mechanical  Section,  Photographic  Unit) 

^AC«  BinBingham  (157-352)  (P) 


BAPBOl^ 


Enclosed  herewith  is  one  roll  35  mn  Tri-X  Pan 
Film,  containing  approximately  14  exposures  depicting  a 
bundle  of  12  and  15  sticks  of  dynamite,  respectively, 
which  was  prepared  as  a model  by  the  DuPont  Company  at 
Birmingham* 

It  is  requested  that  five  each  8 X 10  enlargements 
be  made  and  returned  to  Birmingham*  Expeditious  handling 
requested.  The  last  three  exposures  on  the  roll  depicting 
a rural  area  outside  Birmingham  need  not  be  printed  or  en- 
larged* 


i 


;£C£IV€D 

)EVnL0FED 

-J 

RINTED 

^ vV 
S/a" 

.QP\LLf 

visPFCTtD 

d A t tjxM  - 

isyjAetti 

REC-  51 


B5  SEP- 


•1S&3 


. 

^ 3 ^ Bureau  (At ten:  FBI  Laboratory,  Mechanica^^^  ,\\> 

0 ■ Section,  Photographic  Unit)  (/^ 

1 - package  (REGISTERED  MAIL) 

^ 2 - Birmingham  H 

l-'^C 

W 


Approved: 


Special  Agent  in  Charge 


Sent 


Per 


r*  ^ tTTT>  r» 


September  S6«  1963 
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SAC,  BIBiSmOEm  (167-558) 

REC-  51  * . / w ^ 

Director,  FBI  (167-1086)  / 


BAIBOUB 


Reference  is  made  to  your  communication  dated  9/80/65  transmitting 
I I negative(s)  TTl  film  □ photograph! s)  □ document(s)  □ 
pertaining  to  the  above-captioned  matter. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  been  developed 

enlargement!  s)  made 
I I positive  copy  made 
I ! printfs)  made 
I I slide!s)  made 
I I negative!s)  made 
rn  Photostats  made 


The  above  is  BT  attached 

I I being  sent  under  separate  cover,  via  Q registered  mail 

I I REA  Express 


) 


o 


I 
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llr.  J.  ’^dgar  "oo‘»^er 
c,/o  Federal  3ureni’ 
'Va3>^  ingtcn,  D,C. 


Investigation 


Re;  BoFibing  of  Ohnrch  in  A 1 aba  ms: 


I tblnR  rot’  shonld  Investigate  and  find  out 
if  it  wagliot  the  negroes  themselves  ^rho  put 
the  bomb.  Don't  beliewe  any  white  man  would 
risk  going  dov;n  into  a Chtirch  basement-  too 
much  risk  of  being  seen. 

Think  they  know  their  assuming  they  are  now 
master-  and  every  white  has  to  do  what  THEY 
'."AKT  AhD  DEI'’AMD  LTOKE  HiG^TS  T’^AN  T^K  ’.'/t-'TyES 
IS  lOSIThr  f’EM  THE"^  nsE  S3CH 

KXXX  NS  TO  SyEAR  THE  VA'ITES. 

Just  a little  over  100  y-  ars  from  slave  to 
master-  how  they  must  laug’-  at  the  stiTpidityi 
of  the  whites  who  ar  gi-'ring  them  more  right^^ 
than  they  themselves  have. 


I 


L 
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FHiERftL  BUft£AO  Of  INVESriQAni^'t 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

5EE2.2J963^;^^ 

TELETYPE^ 

3f  ^ 

rS^O  2 

//  3 


THIS  IS  rai  w/i  aoc  paj'OTii" 
URGENT  9-21-63  9-45PM  PDT  JB 


fo  DIRECTOR  FBI 

CZj 


Mr.  

Mr.  Beltiiont 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Calla'iai 

Mr.  Conrad 

Mr.  DeLoarh 

Ur..  ■c'„ 

Mr.  TavGl..._ 

Mr.  Trotter.. 

Tele.  Room- 


FROM  SAC  SEATTLE  157NEW 


' SILENT  MARCH  IN  SEATTLE  FOR  THE  FOUR  VICTIMS  OF  THE  BOMBING 
OF  TH£"^6TH|  baptist  CHURCH  IN  BIRMINGHAM  ALA. SEPT.  FIFTEEN  SIXTY- 


THREE  RACIAL  MATTER. 

COMMUNIST  PARTY  U.S. NEGROES  QUESTION  COMMUNIST  INFLUENCE 
IN  RACIAL  MATTERS.  - 

;y  * 

^ y 

SEATTLE  P.D. ADVISED  MARCH  BE|||^ING  PLAN  FOR  THREE  PM  SEPT.  /. 
TWENTY  SECOND  NEXT  AT  SEATTLE  CENTER. LHM  FOLLOWS  ^ 

— C:^ 

END  AND  ACK 

KjARCH 

WORD  IS  BEING 
12-54  AM  OK  FBI  WA  ENT 


TU  DISCO 

^ : r- . 


6 4 OCT  ^ 


11  SEP  26  1963 


4-750  (Rev.  4-17-85) 
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Page(s)  withheld  entirely  at  this  location  in  the  file.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 
indicated,  explain  this  deletion. 


Deleted  under  exemption! s) 
material  available  for  release  to  you. 


with  no  segregable 


CH  Information  pertained  only  to  a third  party  with  no  reference  to  you  or  the  subject  of  your  request. 

I I Informaticw!  pertained  only  to  a third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  onl''. 

ED  Documents  originated  with  another  Government  agency(ies).  These  documents  were  referred  to  that 

agency(ies)  for  review  and  direct  response  to  you. 


Pages  contain  information  furnished  by  another  Government  agency(ies).  You  will  be  advised  by  the  FBI  as 
to  the  releasability  of  this  information  following  our  consultation  with  the  other  agency(ies). 


Page(s)  withheld  fcwr  the  following  reason(s): 


ED  For  your  infonnation: 


The  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages: 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
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PLAIN  TIXT 


T^r:"'  - ^ 


:^jx.  ^ 


TiurrTFi  VBGnrr 

TO  BAC  BIBMIKGHAK  (157-352) 
rBOM  DIBmOB  IBX  (157-1025) 

BSDBTEL  8BPT11IB1R  TlEKTYPIVl  BIXTTTHRIB. 


/>r 


IN  HI8 

XNTSRTIIW  TODAY,  XT  8H0yLD  BB  DETXBUINIO  X7  HX  18  ALSO  AN 
ASSOCIATE  OF  THE  CHAMBLISS  GRODP.  I Li:  I /)  ^ / 


JCTtcac  rj 

(3)  p,f-' 


SEP  261963 


Tolsoe  _ 
Belmont  . 
Mohr 


FEDERAL  BOHLA'J  3F  I^U'EVT^GAHOM 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNiCATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  2 G 1963 

TELETYHE 


CoUohOQ  . 

Conrad  

DeLooch  . 

Evans  

Gale  

Ro^eti  ■ — 
Sullivan  _ 

Tavel  

Trotter  — . 
Tele.  Roo 
Holmes  _ 
Gandy  __ 


f 


iit — I 


TELETYPE  UNIT 


C'/' 


fEDEKAL  , 

U S.  DEPARIMENT  Of  /usmi^  ??' 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION/ 

SEP  2 519B3// 


TEL£TYP] 


9-25-<S3  4-34  PM  EST 


TO/biRECTOR,  FBI  /157-1025/ 
^ AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /157-352/ 
FROM^;^^^jmO^XVILLE  /157-189/ 

{ bapbomO 


1 PAGE 


Hr,  Tolri'n.. 
Krw  Beiniopt 
Kr.  Mch-._.. 
B£r,  Csaper^ 
Mr.  Calljihc-j 
S(fr.  CorirtE. 
^Ir.  Dej^.cl; 

Mr.  f -! 

Mr.  Tr't-ur.. 
Tele.  Ec'Okl- 
Kiss  Holniefi 
Mke  Gsb(?J- 


RE  KNOXVILLE  TELETYPES  TO  BUREAU  SEPT.  TWENT^OUR 


AND  SEPT.  TW 


INSTANT 


/ j)/X  f i=  j<  c ^ , /:  A! ! Q T t:  r JcZ^  fC  c X 

ALL  KNOWN  K LAN  MEMBERS  KNOXVILLE  DIVISION  HAVE'NOW/ ' 

BEEN  INTERVIEWED.  NO  PEftTINENT  INFORMATION  DEVELOPED. 

A REVIEW  OF  TOLL  CALLS,  BOMB  SUSPECTS,  CONTINUING. 


ATLANTA  ADVISED  AIRMAIL. 

END  ACK  ^ 

5-37  PM  OK  FBI  WA  RM 

B3-37  PM  OK  FBI  BH  DLR  ■ 

< 

TU  CLEAG 


59  0CT3 


u 


federal  bureau  Of  IPiVESnCMlOM 
u.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICC 
COMMUNICATIONS  SECJi" 

SEP  2 6196? 


WIWJ 


URGENT  9-26-63  12-22  P AM  EST  PP 

DIRECTOR,  EBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC ^SAVANNAH  /157-503/  IP 
^^PBOM^  BM, 

REMYTEL  SEPT*  TWENTYFOUR  LAST* 


Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Callahan. 

Mr.  Conrad— 

Mr,  DeLoach 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Tele.  Rood 


DUE  TO  UTILIZATION  OF  AGENTS  IN  SAVANNAH  DIVISION  IN  BR, 

BB,  AND  UFAP  FUGITIVE  INVESTIGATION,  ONLY  ONE  KLANSMAN  INTERVIEWED 
THIS  DATE  IN  CAPTIONED  CASE*  NO  INFORMATION  DEVELOPED  RE  IDENTITY  OF 
SUBJECTS  OR  POSSIBLE  SUSPECTS*  ABOUT  SEVENTY  SEVEN  KLANSMEN 
REMAIN ‘TO  BE  INTERVIEWED* 

END  : 

WA  ‘ 


1-2A  AM  OK  FBI  WA  JDS 


BH  11-24  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
DISC 


\ 
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B SEP  26  1963 
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FEDERAL  euSEAO  Of  WVESnWHOft 

u.  s.  oepartment  of  justice 
COMMUNJCATIONS  SECTI 
.SEP  1963 


Kr.  ToImh__ 

Kt.  Be’mont, 
Sir,  KoIir_ 


I Mr.  Casper 

t Mr.  Callaliaii 


TfifcEnM 

U^NT  9-24-63  11^35  PM  CST  GDM  - 

]ao  DIRZCTOR,  FBI  . . 


FROM  SAC^IRMINGHAM  /157-352/  3P 
I (^BAPBOMB.  DAILY  SUMMARY, 

■ ■ NUMBER  OF  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  NINETY.  APPROMIATELY  FOUR  4^^ 
HUNDRED  REMAINING,  ONE  PCI  DASH  RAC  FILE  OPENED. 

ANNISTON  GROUP. 

EFFORTS  AT  FORT  MC  CLELLAN,  ALA.,  TO  ASCERTAIN  IDENTITY  OF 
*'sGT,  BILL^iwOWTE  CONTINUING.  TWO  POSSIBLE  IDENTS  BEING  THOROUGHLY 
CHECKED  OUT  AT  ANNISTON,  ALABAMA.  CONFIDENTIAL  SOURCES  OF  MILITARY 
CONTACTING  ALL  KNOWN  MILITARY  PERSONNEL  INTERESTED  IN  GAMBLING  AT  FORT 
VC  CLELLAN  AS  TO  IDENTITY  OF  OWmf'sGT,  BILl'hNOWTE.  RECORDS  CHECK 
OF  CIVILIAN  AND  MILITARY  PERSONNEL  AT  FORT  MC  CLELLAN,  ALA.,  EXAMINED 
FOR  VEHICLE  MEETING  DESCRIPTION  BELIEVED  UTILIZED  BY  SGT.  BILL  MET 


WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

fttrOTE'HARD  CORE'^'w^tfOTE  ELEMENT  OF  ANNISTON  KLANSMEN,  DK,  KKKK,  INC 
INTERVIEWED  TODAY  AND  ALL  DENIED  CURRENT  KLAN  AFFILIATION  OR  ANY 
KNOWLEDGE  AS  TO  IDENTITY  OF  RESPONSIBLE  PERSON  OR  PERSONS  CAUSING 


'BOMBING  OF  CHURCH,  SPECIFICALLY, 


/ 


1 


page  two 


REMAINING  INTERVIEWS  TO  BE  CONDUCTED  THIS  GROUP  APPROXIMATELY 
twentyfive, 

SURVEYS  OF  RESIDENCES  AND  BUSINESSES  ANNISTON  GROUP  COVERED  TODAY, 
INCLUDING  HOURS  O^^CCUPANCY,  SECURITY,  ETC. 


NOW  UNDERGOING 


polygraph  test,  RESULTS  OF  WHICH  WILL  BE  FURNISHED  LATER. 

WARRIOR  GROUP. 

ALL  KNOWN  ACTIVE  MEMBERS  AND  SOME  PAST  MEMBERS,  AS  WELL  AS 
ASSOCIATES  INTERVIEWED.  ALIBIS  OBTAINED,  AND  CHECK  TO  NO  AVAIL.  NO 
INDIVIDUAL  INTERVIEWED  OR  CHECKED  THIS  GROUP  DEEMED  WORTHY  OF  FURTHER 
investigation  as  SUSPECT. 


NSRP. 


i'>r  , 


END  PAGE  TWO 


PAGE  THREE 


1 


FURTHER  CHECKS  BEING  MADE. 

MISCELLANEOUS . 

REV,  JOHN  CROSSf  PASTOR  VICTIM  CHURCH,  DURING  CONVERSATION 
VOLUNTARILY  ADVISED  VICTIM  CHURCH  INSURED  IN  AMOUNT  APPROXIMATELY  ONE 


OF  DAMAGE  TO  BUILDING,  BUT  ORININAL  ES  TIMA  IT  WAS  THIRTY  TO  FORTY 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS.  REV.  CROSS  STATED  HE  HAD  BEEN  ADVISED  BUILDING 
WAS  UNDER  INSURED,  AS  A MATTER  OF  INTEREST  REV.  CROSS  STATED  NEITHER 
ARTHUR  D.  SHORES  NOR  A , G . GASTON,  VICTIMS  OF  FORMER  BOMBING,  WERE 
MEMBERS  OF  HIS  CONGREGATION,  OR  WERE  IN  ATTENDANCE  AT  SERVICE  DAY  OF 
BOMBING, 


SURVEY  OF  RESIDENCES  OF  BUSINESSES  OF  ALL  PERSONS  INTERVIEWED 
TODAY  UNDERTAKEN,  INCLUDING  PHOTOGRAPHS,  HOURS  OF  OCCUPANCY,  AND 
SECURITY.  V "" 

COR4i-pAet^‘  LINT 


ENTT  and  AC  AND  KXX  HOLD  FOR  ONE  OTHER 
1-48  AM  OK  FBI  WA  JDS 


URGE  H;;T  ■ 9-25-63 

TO  DIRECTOR  FBI  /1 57-1 025 

SA5,  BIRMINGHAM  /1 57-352 
FROM  3ACJ<NbxVILLE  /1 57-189/ 


10-20 


RE  BIRMINGHAM  TEL  TO  BUREAU  AND  SURROUNDING  OFFICES  NINE 
TWENTYFIVE  SIXTYTHREE.  ' 

ALL  CURRENTLY  LISTED  BOMB  SUSPECTS  KNOXVILLE  DIVISION 
DETERMINED  TO  BE  IN  CHATTANOOGA  MORNING  NINE  TWENTYFIVE 
c"T v-Tv'Tuorr  wn  TMnTrATTON  AMV  OT  THEM  WERE  OUT  OF  THE  CITY 

Oi, A 1 I 1 **  --  

PAST  TWENTYFOUR  HOURS*  CANVASS  RAC  INFORMANTS  NOT  COMPLETED, 
HOWEVER,  NO  PERTINENT  INFO  DEVELOPED  TO  DATE* 

END 


/ 


WA  11-22  AM  OK  FBI  WA  RM 
BB-23  AM  PKXXX  OK  FBU  BH  DLR 
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TU  DISC 


FD-9#  (R»v-  12-13-5#) 


/ 

Transmit  the  following  in 


FBI 

Date:  9/19/63 


(Typ*  Is  plain  t»xt  cr  eoJ«) 


Vtn  _ AIRTEL 


AIR  MAIL 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Moiiimg) 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157*1025) 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157*352) 


PROM; 


SUBJECTS  BAPBOI 

"NATlOir  OF  ISIAM 
IS  - NOI 


1 

) 

-I 

I 


Re  Birmingham  airtel  to  all  continental  offices  . 
dated  9/18/63,  captioned  Bapbomb. 

In  connection  with  the  investigation  in  this 
matter  it  is  desired  that  all  offices  receiving  copies  of 
this  airtel  determine,  through  appropriate  informants  and 
sources,  whether  or  not  any  members  of  NOI  from  their 
divldiions  have  been  in  Birminghaun  recently,  particularly 
immediately  prior  to  and  on  9/15/63.  Particular  attention 
should  be  given  to  any  members  who  are  considered  especially 
capable  of  participating  in  bombings  or  other  acts  of 
violence. 


The  Bureau  and  Birmingham  should  be  advised  of 
the  identities,- descriptions  and  bi-lef  backgrounds  concerning 


such  persons 
automobiles, 


Bureau 
Atlanta 
Charlotte ■ 
Cleveland 
Detroit 


, including 
if  used. 


Identifying  data  concerning  their 


5:^ 


Birmingham  (2-  157*352) 


Reo®  / ^7- 

Louisville 
Memphis 
Miami 
Mobile 
New  Orleans 
New  York 
St.  Louis 
Springfield  U 


<^.haro» 


opnoHa  row*  mo.  io 


UNITED  STATES  GOVEF^  lENT 

Memorandum 


Ur.  Rose 


FROM 


C.  L.  UcGoWi 


7& 

subject:  BaPBOUB 


date:  September  24,  1963 


Tbexe  are  attached  to Ibis  memorandum  various 
photographs  taken  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  prior  to  and  after  the  bombing 
which  occurred  on  September  15,  1963. 

Also  attached  are  six  FD-302’s  prepared  by 
Laboratory  personnel  concerning  various  aspects  of 
laboratory  examinations  conducted  in  connection  with 
this  case. 


ACTION: 


£nc . (24) 


For  filing  purposes. 


4 


/ 


i -T  7 — /d 

1 


<g#' 


,0  SEP  2T  1963  ‘ 


On  Septenber  16t  1963 » nt  the  Sixteenth  Street 
Baptist  Churchy  1530  6th  Avejaue  Nortlu_Bilffilaghaa,  Alabama, 
Special  AgentS^I^HmHII^I^^L^na^^HIIHIIHHii^^^^  ' 

assisted  by  Special  Asents 


the  church,  vhi^ 
1963. 


-♦r.RiETMTT>l 


morning  of  September  15, 


The  search  consisted  of  a pi ece-*by- piece  examina- 
tion el  all  debris  in  the  ladies  lounge  of  the  church  and 
rooms  immediately  adjacent  to  the  ladies  lounge,  the  bomb 
crater  and  area  immediately  surrounding  it,  for  any  material 
of  value  that  would  assist  in  identifying  the  type  and  phy- 
sical make-up  of  the  bomb  device  used. 

The  following  material,  found  in  the  ladies  lounge, 
ladles  restroom  adjacent  to  the  lounge,  and  the  room  west  of 
and  adjacent  to  the  lounge  was  obtained  for  further  Laboratory 
examination  in  an  effort  to  identify  the  explosive  substance 
used  from  possible  explosive  residues  that  may  be  present: 

(1)  Pieces  of  heavy  gauge  wire  from  the  screen 


iSvAt*  rirl/ 


<ln  t.hok 


lounge . 


(2)  Pieces  of  window  frame  from  the  windows  in  the 
ladles  lounge . 

(3)  Fragments  of  drapery  material  that  covered  the 
windows  in  the  ladies  lounge. 

(4)  Part  of  the  metal  frame  of  the  wire  screen 
covering  the  windows  in  the  ladies  lounge* 

(5)  Scrapings  from  window  sill  in  ladles  lounge. 

Mo  burned  safety  fuse,  fragments  of  a timing  device, 
container  fragments,  fragments  of  blasting  or  electric  blasting 
caps,  wires,  igniter  fragments,  or  other  materials  which  could 
be  associated  with  a bomb,  were  found. 


Birmingham,  Alabama 


BH  157-352 


9/17. 


September  17,  1^63 


of  September  16,  1963,  Special 
rlth  the  assistance  of^peclal 


conducted  a thorough 
systematic  search  of  the  area  outside  the  Sixteenth  Street 
Baptist  Church,  1530  6th  Avenue,  North,  Birmingham,  Alabama. 
The  search  encompassed  the  streets  abounded  the  church, 
the  building  across  the  street  and  behind  the  church, 
including  the  roof  areas  of  these  buildings.  The  debris 
that  was  located  was  examined  minutely  where  found. 


No  burned  safety  fuse,  fragments  of  a time  device, 
blasting  or  electric  blasting  caps,  fragments  of  a container 
in  which  a bomb  may  have  been  placed,  or  other  material  for 
association  with  a bomb  was  found. 


9/16/63 


Birmingham,  Alabama 


BH  157-352 


Special  Agent 


9/17/63 


oepTjemoer  lo,  lyoj 


1 

On  September  18,  I963*  at  Kemp’s  Garage,  830 
IQthStrcet^Jorth,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  Special  Agent 
examined  a 1938  Oldsmoblle,  white. 
Tour^^Soo^TIarSrcS^  bearing  1963  Alabama  license  1-4&895j 
serial  number  588AOI987,  This  car  had  been  parked  on 
16th  Street,  North,  adjacent  to  the  l6th  Street  Baptist 
Church  on  the  morning  of  September  15,  1963,at  the  time 
of  the  explosion  at  the  church.  It  was  the  car  nearest 
the  point  of  explosion. 

The  major  damage  was  located  on  the  hood  of 
this  car  which  was  buckled  and  pierced  by  flying  pieces 
of  concrete.  Large  pieces  of  concrete  resembling  that 
of  the  preformed  steps  from  the  northeaat  corner  of  the 
church  were  found  under  the  hood  on  top  of  the  motor. 
These  were  removed  for  Laboratory  examination. 

The  windshield,  rear  window  and  all  door  glass 
was  broken.  The  debris  In  the  car  was  examined  but 
nothing  was  found  for  association  with  an  explosive  or 
bomb  accessory. 


I 


of  the  car  were  taken  by  Special 


The  oar  was  made  a^^lable  for  examination  at 
Kemp's  Garag^by4^BH[||Bm^m|HL  an  employee,  who 
resides  at|||H|I^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Klrmlngham,  Alabama. 


, ■ ■ 


9/18/63  Birmingham,  Alabama 


BH  157-352 


September  IS,  1963 


Oa  September  18,  1963,  at  Kemp*s  Garage,  830 
19th  Street  North,  Bimlneliam^Al^araa , Special  Agents 

examined  a burned 

1958  Chevrolet  ifflpala  Sport  Coupe,  serial  number  58N 
145302. 


Thn  ear  was  borned  to  such  an  extent  that  its 
original  color  could  not  be  determined.  Everything  in  the 
car  of  a combustible  nature  was  reduced  to  fine  ash.  All 
low  melting  point  metal  trim  pieces  were  reduced  to  molten 
masses.  The  uniform  manner  in  which  the  car  burned  suggests 
an  accelerant  was  used,  specific  type  of  accelerant  used 
could  not  be  determined. 


Nothing  was  found  in  the  car  to  indicate  the  pre- 
sence of  an  explosive  or  a bomb  accessory. 


Photographs  of  car  taken  by  SA 


9^18/53  Birmingham,  Alabama  / BH  157-332 


Special  Agent 


9/18/63 


September  17,  1963 


On  the  night  of  September  15,  1963,  an  examina- 
tion was  made  of  damage  to  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist 
Church,  1530  6th  Avenue  Horth,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  and 
of  the  area  surrounding  the  church,  which  church  was  bombed 
at  10:22  a.m.,  the  morning  of  September  15,  1963, 

The  characteristics  of  the  damage,  the  dlstributi<»i 
of  debris  Inside,  and  outside  the  church,  and  the  type  of 
debris,  indicated  a high  order  type  explosive,  such  as  dyna- 
mite, had  been  placed  on  the  ground  in  front  of  a double 
window  of  the  church  and  under  an  outside  concrete  stairway 
that  partially  covered  the  double  window.  The  stairway  leads 
from  the  ground  level  to  the  second  floor  level  and  is  located 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  church.  I'he  double  windows  are 
in  a basement  room  of  the  church  known  as  the  ladies  lounge 
and  are  covered  on  the  outside  by  heavy  gauge  protective  wire 
screens,  as  are  all  the  basement  windows  of  this  church. 

The  floor  of  the  lounge  was  approximately  four  feet 
below  the  window  sill.  The  window  sill  was  8"  above  groimd 
level.  The  church  foundation  was  30"  thick  at  this  point  and 
consisted  of  a 10”  stone  facing  over  a 20"  thick  brick  and 
masonry  wall. 

The  explosion  fragmented  the  outside  concrete  staiarway. 
Directly  beneath  the  stairway  and  opnosite  the  window  sill,  in 
the  ground,  was  a crater  measuring  5^  feet  wide,  2 \ feet  deep* 
and  it  extended  from  the  wall  of  the  church  to  the  inner  edge 
of  the  sidewalk,  a distance  measuring  3 2/3  feet.  The  explosion 
fragmented  the  solid  limestone  window  sill  and  tore  out  the 
foundation  of  the  church  immediately  beneath  the  window  sill. 

The  window  glass,  window  frames  and  heavy  wire  gauge  protective 
screens  were  shattered  and  blown  into  the  ladles  lounge.  Ex- 
tensive damage  was  caused  in  the  interior  of  the  ladles  lounge. 

A large  hole,  approximately  7*  x 7**  directly  opposite  the 
window  and  16  feet  fron  it  was  blown  out  of  a partlti<m^>foralng 
one  side  of  the  lounge.  This  wall  was  constructed  of  two  thick- 
nesses of  brick  and  covered  with  wet  plaster.  At  the  time  of 
the  examination,  the  floor  of  the  lounge  was  covered  with  6" 
of  debris  consisting  of  brick,  stone,  coaorete*  glass,  mortar, 


9/15/83  Birmingham,  Alabama  BH  157-352 

f . 9/17/63 


Special  A 
and 


BII  157-352 


plaster,  wood  lath,  and  wood  frcm  a partition  and  from  , 
underneath  an  inside  stairway. 

The  main  supporting  beams  in  the  northeast  corner 
area  of  the  church  were  weakened.  Numerous  windows  throughout 
the  church  were  broken  by  the  blast  effect 

The  main  effects  of  the  blast  inside  the  church  were 
confined  to  the  ladles  lounge. 

Although  there  is  no  way  of  accurately  determining 
the  amount  of  explosives  used,  the  damage  caused  by  the  bomb 
appears  to  be  consistent  with  that  which  would  be  produced  by 
from  ten  to  twenty  sticks  of  dynamite,  or  its  equivalent. 


If- 


September  18,  1963 


On  September  18,  1963,  at  Kemp's  Garage,  830 
19th  Street  North.  Birmingham,  Alabama,  Special  Agent 

a 1956  Chevrolet  Bel  Air, 
^^^^loo^nardtop^wlth  red  body  and  white  top,  1963 
Alabama  license  1-36022,  Serial  No.  VC56A064159  (speedo- 


yir%  ^4  fwAAVa 


street  adjacent  to  the  point  of  the  explosicm  that  oc- 
curred on  September  15,  1963,  at  the  Sixteenth  Street 
Baptist  Church,  1530  6th  Avenue  North,  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama. 

The  major  damage  was  located  on  the  two  doors 
on  the  right  side  ot  the  car.  This  damage  was  caused  by 
flying  fragments  of  concrete  that  resemble  the  concrete 
from  the  -preformed  steps  that  were  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  church. 

The  windshield  and  rear  window  were  conpletely 
blown  out  of  the  car  and  all  the  window  glass  was  shattered. 
Debris  in  the  car  was  examined,  but  no  physical  evidence 
for  association  with  an  explosive  or  bomb  accessory  was 
found. 

The  car  was  made  available  for  examination  at 


aemp'B  Uarage  u 
resides  a 


an  empjiwyee,  wnw 
Birmingham,  Alabama. 


Photographs  of  this  car  were  taken  by  SA 


Fragments  of  concrete  removed  from  the  car  were 
removed  for  ZAboratory  examinaticn. 


9/18/63  Birmingham,  Alabama 


BH  157-352 


Special  Agent 


9/18/63 
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To 

112^  Director 

A.tt  .Mr,. ..  Ro5  en 

SAC  Title  ....MPSP.l??.. 

CUasac  

I Isiipv. 

1 1 Agent 

SE  


I Inn 

□ Steno 
[!□  Clerk 


ACTION  DESIRED 


I 1 Acknowledge 

1 1 Assign Reosslgn. 

I 1 Bring  file 

i I Coll  me 

B Correct 

Deadline 

I ~|  Deadline  passed 

I I Delinquent 

I t Discontinue 

I Expedite 
rjFile 

I I For  informotlon 
1__J  Initial  & return 
I I Leads  need  attention 


I Open  Case 
I Prepare  lead  cords 
j Prepore  tickler 
Recharge  serials 
I Return  assignment  card 
I Return  file 
I Return  serials 

I Search  end  return 

I 1 See  me 

I I Send  Serials 

^ 

I I Submit  new  charge-out 

Submit  report  by 

□ Type 


SD: 


U_^  lie  ............  

I \ Return  with  explanation  or  notation  as  to  oction  taken. 

Attached  Photo  shows  steps  as  they  appeared 
I originally.  Homb  beleived  placed  under  these  step: 
'steps  are  solid  concrete.  Risers  and  treads  cover* 
jwith  preformed  concrete  slabs.  Areaway  under  step: 
open  to  a point  several  inches  to  left  of  center 
of  window  shoi<m.  Crater  in  ground  extended  from 
right  side  of  windowf facing)  a distance  of  6 f1 

SAC 


. S«e  rovorse  sido 


Offtc 


directed  downward *can«JnIl®®  deep.  Force  of  bla 
Ing  steps!  toward  «e"ol 

in  size  and  constroctVnn*J«^  (comp; 

screen,  window  to  slab  above  window), 

Kindow's?nrrn5  ?o  ?he 

0?  luulT. 

P-.atogk%j;er?„V“f„i;U^?”  To  lLta“luT^?Jp. 


Onited  states  ernment 

Memorandum 


Mr.  Rose 


C.  L.  McGow 


DATE:  September  23,  1 


SUBJECT:  "‘BAPBOMB  S/)tTct 

^ f^flernr  C/noe^fi,  ^^>9,  9 /i.'- 

AfArr^^S) 

SAC  Raymond  L.  Faisst  called  at  7:28  p.m. , 9-23  -63,  to 
advise  that  he  had  received  a call  from  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Louis  Oberdorfer,  Mr.  Oberdorfer  was  caRing  on  behalf  of  the 
Attorney  General  and  desires  that  Agents  meet  President's 
representatives,  Kenneth  Cl^^ioyall  and  Earl  H^^laik,  upon  their 
arrival  tomorrow  morning  9-24-63,  at  Birmingham.  SAC  Faisst 
indicated  that  Mr.  Oberdorfer  wanted  the  Agents  to  chat  with  them. 


SAC  Faisst  was  instructed  that  no  information  whatsoever 
concerning  the  bombing  investigation  should  be  discussed  with  either 
Roy  all  or  Blaik.  They  will,  however,  be  met  at  the  airport  as  a 
courtesy. 


SAC  Faisst  indicated  that  when  Deputy  Attorney  General 
Katzenbach  was  in  Birmingham,  Katzenbach  and  Departmental 
Attorney  Joe  Dolan  made  arrangements  with  the  building  manager 
in  the  2121  Building  which  rents  considerable  space  to  the  Government 
and  in  which  building  this  Bureau  maintains  its  Birmingham  Office 
so  that  Katzenbach  and  Dolan  had  access  to  a two-bedroom  apartment 
, in  the  penthouse  of  that  building. 

1 Mr.  Oberdorfer  in  his  telephone  call  to  SAC  Faisst  wanted 

i’  the  building  superintendent  contacted  so  arrangements  could  be  made 
for  Royall  and  Blaik  in  this  apartment.  SAC  Faisst  indicated  to 
Mr,  Oberdorfer  that  he  would  have  the  General  Services  Administration 
(GSA)  representative  in  Birmingham  call  Oberdorfer  direct  and  the 
FBI  would  not  make  arrangements  for  the  apartment. 


SAC  Faisst  was  instructed  to  make  no  overtures  for  spgce 
for  Royall  and  Blaik  and  that'  any  such  arrangements  should  be  made 
by  the  GSA.  ^ ir. 


1 - Mr,  Evans 

RBL:hVi 
)6(  ^ 


,\U. 


12  SEP  30  1963 


■ iw-  I 


1983 


I 


:.r 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  Rosen 
RE:  BAPBOMB 


Thirdly,  Assistant  Attorney  General  Oberdorfer  inquired 
of  SAC  Faisst  as  to  the  stenographic  situation.  He  was  advised  that 
we  cannot  possibly  provide  stenographic  services  for  Royall  and 
Blaik  and  it  was  suggested  that  he  call  the  United  States  Attorney’s 
Office. 

ACTION: 


'remotel  SEPTEMBER  SEVENTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  ^ 

today  mobile  interviewed  ELEVEN  PERSONS  WHO  ARE  EIWHTHER 

BOMBING  SUSPECTS  OR  MEMBERS  OF  KLAN  OR  y'^'' 

INFORMATION  WAS  OBTAINED  DURING  INTERVIEwl:"  SEVEN  INTERVIEWS 

REMAIN.  ~7—  i C'^-  ^ ^ 

END  AND  ACK  PLS  ^ ^ .gg^  / 
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SAC,  BIR\«NGHAM  ^57-852) 
rmECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


TO 

FROM 


EVERY  EFFORT  MUST  BE  MADE  SEPTEMBER  NINETEEN, 
SIXTYTHREE,  TO  IDENTIFY  NEGRO  BOY  WHO  IS  POSSIBLE  EYEV'ITNESS 
TO  PLACING  OF  EXPLOSIVE  AT  NEGRO  CHURCR  IF  IDENTlFUsD, 
PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  VARIOUS  PERSONS  INCLUDING 

HiOuLD  BE  \ , f 


EXHIBITED  TO  HIM  CONSIDERATION  SHOULD  BE  GIVEN  TO  HAVING 
CIVIL  DEFENSE  WORKER  WHO  SAW  NEGRO  YOUTH  OIKERVE  VARIOUS 

f99 

SCHOOLS  IN  ORDER  TO  IDENTIFY  NEGRO  YOUTH, 


REC 


EX-103 


as  SEP  39  1953 


f / ' 


RBLtftw 
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OmOHM  KMM  MO.  10 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERi^^ENT 

Memorandum 

yr,^ 

TO  : Conrad^i'l/L^ 

FROM  ; R.  H,  Sqvot^s^^ 


> 


date:  9/17/63 


subject:  unknown  Sl^ECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTiLSIBEET- 
BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BIRMINGHAM, 
ALABAffij_  9/15/63;  BOMBING  MATTERS 


/ 


SAC  Roy  Moore  of  the  Little  Rock  Office,  presently  heading 
the  investigation  of  the  above  matter  in  the  Birmingham  Office, 
telephonically  advised  this  afternoon  that  the  search  of  the  crime  scene 
for  evidence  of  the  ejqilosive  device  used  in  the  bombing  has  been 
completed  and  no  evidence  of  fuse,  detonator  or  container  has  been 
found.  Fragments  of  debris  and  other  material  which  may  contain 
explosive  residues  have  been  collected  for  Laboratory  examination. 


}ore  advised  that  SA’ 

*have  completed  their  assignment.  SA| 

Will  b^enmmgto  Washington  when  he  has  completed  his  dictation"  ^ 
and  S.^||||H|||  is  proceeding  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  to  honor  a 
previou^cOTR  commihnen^n  9/18/63,  after  v^iich  he  will  also  return 
to  Washington.  SA^mH||Hs  bringing  the  evidence  collected  at  the 
crime  scene  for  LaDorator^study  and  analysis. 


ACTION: 


REC-M 


None  - for  information. 


IS?.  /S.W 


1-Mr,  Belmont 

1 —Tvyrr*  nyTrtJiT* 

1-Mr.  DeLoach 
1-Mr.  Evans 
1-Mr.  Rosen 
1-Mr.  Lavin,  Room  2268 


RHJ:fch  ;>  : 

{9)  iV  ‘ 


NOTE:  Subsequent  to  the  above 

' telg^Mg^^all  SAC  Moore  advised  that 
SA^^^^^^^yould  necessarily  be  held 
over  one  additional  day  to  assist  In 
the  examination  of  several  cars  that 
had  been  damaged  in  the  explosion. 
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Tolson  

Belmont  — 

Mohi  — 

Casper  — 

CallaKon 

Contod  - 

DeLoach  , 

Evans 

Gale  — 

Sullivan  — 

Tavel  

Trotter  

Tele.  Room  . 

Holmee 

Gandy 


At  8:10  p.  m. , 9-17-63,  SAC  Roy  Moore,  on  special 
assignment  to  Birmingham,  was  requeste^^n^earrai^ements 
for  $200  in  cash  to  be  available  for  S.^m||H|^H|Hwhen  he  . 
arrives  at  Nashville  on  special  assignmennJ^apuoned  matter, 
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Li.  b.  Uf  JIliiTICE 

COMlWli'liCAllONS  SfCTlOr 

i u id 

TELETYPE 


’i’r.  Till.-,-*’ 


I N. 


URGIMT  9-1S-53  5-15  PM  CST  TJB 

W^RECTOR  FBI  /1 57-1025/  AND  SAC  BIRMINGHAM 
SAC  NEW  ORLEANS  /157-129A/  1-PAGE 


, t (Jiisper. 

j lir,  Calla  flail 
I Mr.  Cuiirs,: 

I Mr.  DoLi, . 
I Mr.  Kvi-nr 

■ ‘ Mr.  rtui.en  _ 

Mr.  Siilliv;.,' 
Mr.  T.-.'.d 

Mr.  Tl  I lU;.: 

Tele»  >{oon 

oJ  liltij;,, 

I Mias.iUuud; 


^BAPBOM^  00-  BIRMINGHAM. 


/■ 


RE  NEW  ORLEANS  TELETYPE  SEPTEMBER  SEVENTEEN  LAST.  / // 

NINE  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  ^ODAY.^^^O  JERJ^NENT  INF^^  / 

OBTAINED.  THIRTVSIX  INTERVIEWS  REMMN  TO  BE  CONDUCltD. 


iHD  AND  ACK  PLS. 

WA  7-17  PM  OK  FBI  WA 


BH  5-17  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 

W CLROE  M 

PfQ  ^ ^ ^ 
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PLAIN  TEXT 


TELETYPE 


SEPTEMBER  20,  1963 
URGENT 


TO 

FROM 

c 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157>352) 

‘ \ 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  (I57-I025) 


BAPBOMB 


REBUTEL  CALL  TONIGHT,  FOLLOWING  ITEMS  DISCUSSED 
FOR  YOUR  CONSIDERATION. 

PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  CARS  AT  NSRP  HEADQUARTERS  AND 
PERSONS  ENTERING  NSRP  HEADQUARTERS  SHOULD  BE  SHOWN  TO 
POSSIBLE  WITNESSES.  EFFORTS  TO  LOCATE  RAMBLER  STATION 
W AGON  OBSERVED  BY  WnNESS||||^^H  SHOULD  BE  VIGOROUSLY 
PURSUED.  CONSIDERATION  SHOULD  bs  GIVEN  TO  INTERVIEWWG 

TONIGHT  SINCE 

IS  BEING  INTERVIEWED  TODAY.  CONSIDER 


/ 


INTERVIEV/mi 


NEAR  FUTURE.  THE  STORY  O 


SHOULD  BE  BACKTRACKED  OTHER  PERSONS 


4 fS~7-  / 

> m?  . ^ 


V'* 

INCLUDING  HIS  GIRLFRIEND  INTERVIEWED.  IN  t-lW  OF  NO 
EXPLOSIVE  RESIDUE  BEING  LOCATED  HY  LABORATORY,  CONSfiS^jR^  t963 


ZI~CHECKING  SOURCES  OF  MILITARY  Pl^STlC  EXPLOSfYE  ANDTRT, 


''S£F2713Sf 


TELETYPE  UNIT 


> A 


y- 


TELETYPE  TD  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
RE:  BAPBOMB 


« 


• '* 


CONSIDER  EXHIBITINQ  PHOTOGRAPHS  OBTAINED 


TO  DATE  TO  EYE%TTNES£ 

INVESTIGATION  CONCERNING  WHEREABOUTS  OF  KLAN  LEADERS 
ANNISTON  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD  SHOULD  BE  PRESSED 
VIGOROUSLY  IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  MAY  BE  INTERVIEWED 
AT  THE  EARLIEST  POSSIBLE  TIME. 

INSURE  TEAT  DETAILS  CONCERNING  INVESTIGATION 
COVERED  TO  DATE  ARE  INCLUDED  IN  DAILY  SUMMARY  TELETYPE. 


RlKENl 


-.-I  rr'rV? 
i e-i-t-*.  • * 
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Ul;JITED  STATES  COVER 4ENT 

AAi>m  nynrt  rh  im 

I tfVJ  I \A/t  iff 


FROM 


Mr.  Rosen 


Tolson  ^ 
Belmont  . 

^ Conrad  — 
DeLoach 
Evans 


date:  September  19,  1963 

{ ' Sullivan  

Tavel  . 

Trotter 


subject; 


mnCNOWN  SUBJECTS 
BOMBING  OF  THE^DCTEENTH 
STREET_BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BmMmGHAM,  ALABAMA" 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


'^C 


of  the  Laboratory  Division  brought  from 
Birmingham  last  night  the  following  material  obtained  at  the  scene  of  the  bombing 
which  material  is  to  be  spectrograidiically  examined  for  the  presence  of  possible 
explosive  residues. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


Pieces  of  heavy  gauge  wire  covering  windows  of  the  church; 

Pieces  of  window  frames  from  the  ladies’  loui^e; 

Fragments  of  drapery  material  found  in  the  ladies’  lounge; 
Fragments  of  metal  frame  covering  windows  in  ladies’  lounge; 
Scrapings  from  window  sill  of  double  window  in  ladies’  lounge; 
Piece  of  red  plastic  Insulated  wire  found  on  floor  of  ladies’  lounge; 


8. 


Piece  of  red  plastic  insulated  wire  taken  from  beU  signal  system  used 
in  church; 

Fragments  of  concrete  or  granite  which  were  found  on  or  in  two 
automobiles  damaged  in  the  explosion,  , > ^ ^ 

/6  ' y 

The  Birmingham  Office  has  advised  that  the  search  of  the  church 
and  surrounding  area  and  the  examination  of  the  two  automobiles  damaged  in  the 
explosion  are  completed  with  no  physical  evidence  being  found  to  assist  in  the 
identification  of  the  explosive  substance  used,  the  manner  in  which  detonated, 
or  the  container  in  which  it  was  possibly  placed.  It  is  not  possible  from  the 
search  conducted  at  the  scene  to  determine  the  quantity  of  explosive  used  in  the 
bombing  but  the  extent  of  damage  is  consistent  with  that  which  would  be  caused 
by  a high-order  explosive  charge  such  as  ten  or  more  sticks  of  dynamite  or 
its  equivalent,  ^ 


Birmingham  advised  that  the  fact  that  no  evidence  was  found  that 
could  be  associated  with  a bomb  utilizing  a time  delayed  device  such  as  an 
electric  tbsting  cap,  wire,  battery  or  clock  fragments,  suggests-that  the  bomb 
may  have  been  the  type  detonated  by  a safety  fuse  andlilasting  cap,  both  of  which 
were  possibly  consumed  by  the  detonation  of  the  explosive  cfe^ge.3 


JCTters 

(5)  (^1 


r,r 
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L 


Memorandum  for  Mr,  Rosen 


Birmingham  advised  that  the  bomb  is  believed  to  have  been  placed 
Ion  or  next  to  a limestone  sill  of  a double  window  near  the  northeast  corner 

Iof  the  church  and  that  it  could  have  easily  been  concealed  at  that  point  imder 
a concrete  stairway.  The  force  of  the  explosion  demolished  the  stairway, 
propelled  concrete  fragments  of  the  stairs  in  all  directions. 

The  explosion  caused  damage  to  the  firm  earth  next  to  the  window 
in  the  form  of  a U shaped  crater  measuring  approximately  six  feet  in  width, 
and  two  feet  in  depth.  The  sill  of  the  double  window  consisting  of  a solid  piece 
of  limestone  e^ht  feet  in  length  was  shattered,  A hole  approximately  seven 
feet  square  in  a partition  at  the  back  of  the  ladies*  lounge  opposite  the  double 
window  resulted  from  propelled  brick  and  stone  from  the  blast. 


The  heavy  wire  mesh  screen  over  the  outside  of  the  double 
window  was  badly  distorted,  broken  from  its  frame  and  propelled  into  the 
ladies*  lounge. 


The  principal  bomb  dam^e  to  the  church  was  confined  to  the  ladies* 
lounge  and  adjoining  rest  room.  However,  every  window  and  room  in  the 
church  including  the  Sunday  School  assembly  room  and  main  church  auditorium 
were  affected  by  the  blast. 


ACTION: 


The  material  brought  from  Birmingham  by  S 
presently  being  examined  by  the  Laboratory, 
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PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 

TO  SAC  TAJ4PA.  (15?-85tt 
Fg^J^RECTOR  FBI  (157-1025) 


URGENT 


Tolfion  ^ 
Belmont  , 
Mohr 


REURTEL  SEPTEMBER  EIGHTEENTH  LAST. 

THE  HIG^  AY  PATROLMAN  AND  THE  CONSTABLE  WHO  ARE 

KN0V;N  to  your  office  as  KLANSMEN  should  not  be  INTERVIEWED  ^ i 

/ 

UNLESS  LOGICAL  INVESTIGATION  SPECIFICALLY  INDICATES  THAT 


a 


SUCH  INTERVIEWS  MIGHT  BE  PRODUCTIVE.  BIRMINGHAM  ADVISED  ^ 

J^7- 

BY  MAIL.  J 

JCT:ers  ^ 

(4)^  ' ^ IS  SEP  19  1963 

1 - Birmingham  ^ 

NOTE:  The  Bureau  issued  instructions  9/15  & 16/63  concerning  intervus 

_ i»  _ti  T»-i ^ 4-k  rte*  Vv'iMrr 

01  ail  Aiansmen  <um  giuup  &uujcuto  wcjjl  clo 
suspects.  Tampa  has  requested  advice  of  Bureau  as  to  whether  a Highway 
Patrolman  and  a Constable  In  the  Tampa  Division  who  are  known  Klansmen 
should  be  included  in  these  intervus.  In  view  of  their  connection  with  law 
enforcement  agencies  it  appears  at  this  time  that  these  two  individuals 
should  hot  be  interviewed  unless  such  substantial  reason  is  developed  indicating 
that  such  interviews  would  prove  of  value. 


' 963^?-  ROOM  cm  TELETYPE  UNIT 


ft  ..  . ■ ^ ...  | 

U Oti-AffTMENl  OF  JUSTICE 

COMJnUItSCATIONS  section 
it-H  1 d 1963 

teletype 


Va 

f 


RADZOGBAM 


URGBUT 


9/20/eS 

If  next  ra.dio  contact  missodj 
send  by  plain  text  teletype, 
urgent. 


y TO  SACS.  KNOKTXLIA  (157-187) 
BIHMINGBAIC  (157-352) 
ATLAHTA  (157-582) 

FROM  DIRBCTOR,  FBI  (157*-1025) 


IKFORICATION  WAS  DE7ELOFEO  IN  CQNNNCTION  WITH  THE^HBING  MATTERS, 
\ / ^ CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE,  JULY  AND  AUGUST,  NINTEEN  Simf*  CASE  IN 


SEE  MIAMI  AIRTEL  APRIL  EIGHTEEN,  SIETT-ONE,  COPIES  TO 
BIRMINGHAM,  ATLANTA  AND  KNOEVILLB.  KNOEVILLE  SHOULD  IMMEDIATELY 
UNDERTAKE  A VIGOROUS  INVESTIGATION  INTO  THE  ACTIVITIES  DF  THE 
FOLLOWING  PERSONS  IN  OOEVILZ^  ^BRItORY  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  TBS 


^-70 


IN  ADDITZOK 


THEY  SHOULD  BE  THOROUGHLY  INTERVIEWED  CONCERNING  INSTANT  BOMBING. 
THEIR  WHEREABOUTS  DURING  THE  PERTINENT  PERIOD  SHOULD  BE  ASCERTAINED. 
PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THESE  MEN  SHOULD  BE  OBTAINED,  AS  WELL  AS  PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF  THEIR  AUTOMOBILES  AND  AUTOMOBILES  TO  WHICH  THEY, HAVE  ACCESS. 


uei^occn  n — wav 

,, 

Hofien  / 


REC  14 


j'l^iTLEr/ 

MAIL  ROOM  a teletype  unit 


.SEP 


RADI  OGHAM  TO  KN03CV1LLE, 

BirailTCHAM  AND  ATLANTA 
RE:  BAraOMB 


THIS  INVESTIGATION  MUST  BE  ON  AN  EXPEDITED  BASIS  WITH 
INFORMATION  BEING  RELATED  TO  THE  BUREAU  AND  BIRMINGHAM. 

A THOROUGH  REVIEW  OF  THE  CHATTANOOGA  BOMBINGS  SHOULD  BE 


INSTANT  BOMBING. 

IN  THIS  CONNECTION,  KNOXVILLE  IS  REFERRED  TO  IGTJSl  TELETTPE 
SEPTEMBER  NINETEEN,  SIXTT-TBRES  , CAPTIONED  *'UNSUBS,  THEFT  OF 
FOUR  CASES  OF  DYNAMITE,  E.  I.  DUPONT  CO.,  STORAGE  MAGAZINE,  WAUCER 
COUNTY,  GA.,  SEPTEMBER  EIGHTEEN  DASH  NINETEEN,  NINETEEN  SIXTYTHREE, 
INTERSTATE  TRANSPORTATION  OF  EXPLOSIVES.**  ATLANTA  AND  KN0XV1LI£ 
SHOULD  CONTACT  SOURCES  AND  INFORMANTS  CONCERNING  THEFT  OF  DYNAMITE 
AND  MAINTAIN  CLOSE  LIAISON  WITH  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  IN  THEIR 
INVESTIGATION.  FOR  INFO  OF  KNOXVILLE  AND  ATLANTA,  AN  ANONYMOUS 
SOURCE  AT  ANNISTON  HAS  INDICATED  THREE  MEMBERS  OF  ANNISTON  KLAVERN, 
DIXIE  KLANS,  KNIGHTS  OF  THE  KU  KLUX  KLAN,  PERPETRATED  INSTANT  BOMBING 
AND  PLANNED  OTHER  BOMBINGS  EITHER  IN  BIRMINGHAM  OR  ANNISTON.  ATLANTA 
AND  KNOXVILLE  SHOUU)  MAKE  SPECIFIC  ASSIGNMENTS  TO  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 
TO  ACTIVELY  OBTAIN  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  INSTANT  BOMBING.  KNCXVILLS 
AND  ATLANTA  SUTEL  PERTINENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  PHASE  OF  INVESTIGATIO 
IN  DAILY  SUMMARY  TELETYPE. 

rrnrt-- 

•J  ' ' ' iKi  Jus'UCE 

‘ T'0i(‘s 
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IREABOUTS  OF  THESE  INDIVIDUALB”^ 


DURING  PERTINENT  PERIODS  SHOULD  BE  DETERMINED  AND 


INTERVIEW.  S CONDUCTED  AT  APPROPRIATE  TIME, 

IN^JONNEOTIDN  INVESTIGATION  PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF  ALL  ABOVE  INDIVIDUALS  SHOULD  BE  OBTAINED  AND 


MAKES  AND  MODELS  OF  ALL  AUTOMOBILES  THEY  OWN  OR 


HAVE  ACCESS  TO  SHOULD  BE  DETERMINED, 
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T 9-19-63 
DIRECTOR,  EBI 
FROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH  /1 57- 503/  IP 

^ - 'i 

“BAPBOI^'.  BM,  ^ . 

REMYTEL  SEPT.  EIGHTEEN  LAST.  % , .. 

FOURTEEN  KLANSMEN  AND  ONE  INFORMANT  INTERVIEWED  THIS 

C'' 

DATE  DENIED  ANY  KNOWLEDGE  OF  PERSONS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  CAPTIONED 
BOMBING  OR  OF  ANYONE  FROM  THIS  AREA  TRAVELING  TO  BIRMINGHAM  / 
DURING  THE  PERTINENT  PERIOD,  OR  ANY  LOCAL  KLANSMEN  HAVING 
POTENTIAL  FOR  BOMBING.  ^ 


AN  estimated  ONE  HUNDRED  TVJENTY  KLANSMEN  REMAIN  TO  BE 


INTERVIEWED  IN  THE  SAVANNAH  DIVISION, 
END 


WA  9-27  PM  OK  FBI  WA  LLD 
DISC  V 
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-UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


MR.  TOLSON 
A.  H,  Belmont 


9/17/63 


Gale  — 
Rosen 

Tavel  — -g 
Trotter  - 
Tele.  Room  . 
Holmes 
Gandy 


FROM  A.  H,  Belmont  Mr.  Rosen  T*ie. Room 

Mr.  DeliOach  / Gandy  

subject:  BIRMINGHAM  bombings  tor  Ts^ce  jJ 

Relative  to  the  bombing  of  the  cburcn  In  Birmingham  which 
resulted  in  the  killing  of  four  children,  it  was  our  feeling  imme- 
diately on  Sunday,  when  we  got  this  news,  that  the  persons  who  ^ 

perpetrated  this  atrocity  had  gone  beyond  the  bounds  acceptable  to 
even  hardened  segregationists.  It  is  one  thing  to  explode  dynamite 
outside  a house  or  in  an  empty  building,  with  the  aim  of  scaring  /f 
Negroes  and  integrationlsts  and  holding  them  back  from  their  drive  ^ 
to  achieve  racial  equality,  but  it  is  another  thing  to  take  the  lives 
of  Innocent  children. 

We  issued  immediate  instructions  to  Birmingham  and  surrounding 
offices  to  Interview  all  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  the  National 
I States  Rights  Party,  as  well  as  other  hate  groups,  in  the  belief  thM^ 
we  might  secure  information,  as  this  degree  of  violence  is  unacceptably 
to  them.  These  interviews  are  being  conducted  on  a special  basis, 

the  same  token,  we  suggested  yesterday  that  a newspaper  * 

I article  appear  in  a Birmingham  paper  stressing  the  responsibility 
of  the  Birmingham  community  for  the  underlying  causes  of  this  tragedy 
■and  calling  on  all  persons  to  furnish  information  to  the  FBI,  which 
has  the -ability  to  handle  such  information  in  confidence  and  get 
results  x^om  it..^Tnis  article  is  being  given  to  the  press  today. 

I have  noted  in  the  press  a play  on  this  same  theme,  namely 
that  it  is  the'responsibility  of  the  whole  Birmingham  and  Alabama 
community  for  what  has  happened  and  for  correcting  the  situation; 
for  example,  the'^artlcle  by  Charles  Morgan,  Jr.  in  the  Washington 

Post  this  morning,  "Who’s  to  Blame?”  i if  O - 4 .r— « d j/ 

^ ; /O  / / i ^ f ' 

< 1 think!  it  would  be  very  timely  for  the  Director  to  put  out 

a statement  to  t£e  press  along  the  lines  that,  while  in  this  country 
everyone  Is  entitled  to  his  own  opinion,  and  to  achieve  his  goal 
by  lawful  means,  this  tragedy  pinpoints  what  can  happen  when 
unthinking  individuals  strive  to  reach  their  goals  by  violence  and 
breaking  the  law;  that,  in  effect,  such  activities  lead  to  chaos 
and  anarchy;  that  the  Director  is  sure  that  all  right-thinking  ,/  / 
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Ur.  Tolson 
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citizens  deplore  this  outrage,  and  consequently  the  Director  is  making 
a plea  to  all  individuals,  regardless  of  their  beliefs,  to  come  forth 
and  furnish  Information  to  the  FBI  which  will  help  to  remove  this 

I stigma  from  the  community.  The  FBI  is  conducting  a full  investiga- 
tion to  determine  those  responsible  for  this  tragedy  and  requests 
the  assistance  of  the  entire  community  in  furnishing  information  to 
this  end. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  article  would  have  several  results. 
First,  it  would  clearly  place  the  Director  on  record  as  to  his  feelings 
about  this  incident  and  the  fact  that  the  FBI  is  conducting  a full 
investigation;  second,  it  will  further  emphasize  the  responsibility 
I of  the  Birmingham  community  in  this  matter  and  place  a burden  on 
the  people  of  the  community  to  cooperate;  and  third,  it  will  set  the 
stage  for  the  development  of  additional  sources  and  Informants  in  a 
very  sensitive  area. 


ACTION: 

If  you  agree,  Mr.  DeLoach's  division  will  prepare  an 
appropriate  statement  along  these  lines . 


t' 


ADDENDUM; (CDD:saj):9-17-63:  Mr.  Belnnnt's  suggestion  has  merit  and 

obviously  reflects  good  thinking.  I do  have  reservations.  A statement  of  this 
nature  should  have  been  issued  two  days  ago,  immediately  following  the  incident, 
^such  as  we  did  in  thef^PmUHmUjl^case.  To  issue  such  a statement  now 
would  make  it  appear  that  the  Director  is  coming  in  the  back  door  to  capitalize  on 
a tragic  incident.  The  President,  Attorney  General,  Martin  Luther  King,  and 
countless  others  have  issued  numerous  statements,  many  of  them  intimating  that 
the  blame  lies  on  various  personalities  or  groups.  I don't  think  it  advisable  to 
ioin  the  narade. 


There  is  another  point.  We  all  know  that  our  record  thus 
far  in  bombing  cases  is  not  good.  For  the  Director  to  receive  nationwide  publicity, 
through  the  medium  of  the  suggested  statement,  will  serve  to  bring  up- -in  the 
minds  bf  many  newsmen,  and  particularly  our  enemies- -that  we  have  yet  to  effect 
a solution.  It  will  appear  to  many  that  we  might  be  trying  to  absolve  ourselve^ 
of  responsibility.  — 
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Belmont  to  roison  9-17-63 
Re:  Birmingham  Bombings 


Addendum  (Continued) 


^ jAfir  tf.r.  A!  /;  / A 


I recommend  that  the  Director  make  no  statement  at  this 


—j.* T 1 s 


fT  ^-r  M.X  w iiAuwii  Kj±  Liu:;  oaiiic  uujcuLivc  uy  ii  aiury  1 am  iiaving 

Gene^ortsman  of  the  Birmingham  Post  Herald  publish  in  his  paper  on 
y Wednesday,  9-18-63.  In  this  instance,  I thinic  we  are  far  better  off  talking  only 
/ when  we  have  accomplishments.  — 
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/ 9-18-63 


Airtet 


SAC,  Blrmtnghftin  ' 
Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 


On  9-18-68 
Washington,  D.  C. , teiepnone  numoerii 
Bureau  in  connecuon  wiui  cain^unw 


telephoxilcalfy  the 


llWfcVPJi  « 


^Jstated  that  he  had  been  giving  the  matter  of  the  bombing 
of  the  Sixteenth  StreeF  Baptist  Church  a great  deal  of  thought  and  to  co^ectlon 

with  the  reward  oi  ?>ov»,  uuu  uiic*  w uy  ouwv.*  

following  suggestion. 

He  stated  that  the  appropriate  local  authorities  should  consider 
idacing  a motoxc  ycle  officer  at  each  one  of  the  Negro  churches  and  eBtob_s-_ed 
Negro  meeting  places  to  the  City  of  Birmin^m.  These  officers  shouW  ^ 
retained  on  a round-the-clock  basis  so  that  if  any  future  efforts  are  made  to 
bomb  such  churches  or  meeting  ptoces  the  offl^rs, 

prevent  the  bombing,  would  be  able  to  pursue  vehic*es  an«  Jiere^y  .^e. — , 
the  perpetrator  of  the  crime.  ^ c 


The  above  suggestion  of  { 


fas  well  as  his  identity  should 


be  brought  "to’theattenSn  of  the  appropnaie  local  authoHUes  to  Blrmlnghaia. 

- 
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Transmit  the  iollowlng  in 
Via AIRTEL 


Date;  9/£l  /63 
(Typ€  in  plain  text  or  code) 

ATR  MAIL 

(priority  or  Method  of  MaUingi 


TO:  DIRECTOR.  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM:  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 

SUBJECT ; 


I 

{ 

t 

I 

I 

I 

I 

i 

I 
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I 
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I 
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/ dated  9/10/03. 


Re  Birmingham  airtel  to  all  continental  offices 


All  offices  receiving  this  communication  should 
immediately  determine  subscribers  to  listed  phones,  check 
indices,  do  credit  and  criminals  and  interview  all  individuals 
in  their  divisions  receiving  or  sending  long  distance  pnon< 
calls  to  any  of  these  suspects  In  an  effort  to  determine 
their  degree  of  relationship  with  these  individuals  and/or 
any  information  pertaining  to  the  BAPBOMB; 


7 


Bureau 

- Birmingham  (2-  157-352) 
1-  157-383) 
1-  157-384) 

1-  157-195) 
I7  157-387) 


Approved: 


3-  Atlanta  / ' 

2-  Cleveland  _ — 

2-  Dallaa— — 

2-  Louisville  03  19&3 
2-  Mobileio 
2-  New  York 
2-  Okiahon**— eitjT 
2-  Springfield 
2-  WFO 


Sent 


.M  Per 
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ATT,  offices 

It  i.s  i*equcs'ted  that  uny  conununi.ca'tionB  i^epoptlng 
results  of  above  leads  bear  the  sub-caption  of  the 
respective  nam®  of  suspects  Involved. 
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ly. 
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'Date:  9/20/63 


Transmit  the  following  in 
AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority  or  Uethod  of  Mailing) 


TO:  DIRECTOR,  EBI  (157-1025) 

PROM:  SAC,  MOBILE  ( 157-416) 

SUBJECT:  ^Soi^ 

Re  Bureau  tel  to  Birmingham  and  Mobile,  9/15/63. 

A pretext  telephone  call  was  made  on  9/19/63 
to  an  unidentified  employee  who  answered  the  telephone  at 
National  Services,  Inc.,  736  Adams  Ave.,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

This  person,  who  referred  to  ASA  EARL  CARTER  as  "ACE", 
stated  that  CARTER  is  employed  at  this  company,  which  is  an 
advertising  and  printing  company,  and  said  that  CARTER 
resides  at  Oxford,  near  Anniston,  Ala.  She  said  that  CARTER 
does  not  maintain  a local  residence  at  Montgomery,  although 
he  does  sometimes  stay  overnight  at  Montgomery  during  the 
work  week,  staying  in  different  motels  and  sometimes  staying 
at  ti^  residence  of  Mr,  OSCAR  harpjk,  owner  of  this  agency, 

The  inquiring  agent  told  the  employee  that  he  would  be  out 
of  town  until  Saturday,  and  asked  where  CARTER  would  most 
likely  be  on  weekends.  The  employee  indicated  that 
CARTER  would  undoubtedly  be  at  his  residence  at  Oxford  on 
weekends . 

In  view  of  the  inter-division  traveling  customs  of 
CARTER,  it  appears  most  reasonable  that  when  a bombing 
occurs  during  the  week  that  Mobile  be  responsible  to  ascertain 
his  whereabouts,  but  that  when  it  occurs  on  weekends,  that 
Birmingham  have  that  responsibility.  , ^ 

15  / " ^ " ^'7 

It  being  that  captioned  bcanbing  occurred  on  Sunday 
morning,  Birmingham  should  handle  in  this  Instance. 


/^Bureau 

^-Birmingham  (157-352) 


12 


Aftproyed^ 


Specidi^^ent  in  Charge 


J 


m 157-^16 


It  should  be  observed  that  a direct  Inquiry  at- 
National  Services,  Inc.  iffas  avoided  because  it  is  known  that 
OSCAR  HARPER, ^bwner,  is  a close  associate  of  Gov.  GEORGE 
C,  WALLACE,  Until  necesskry,  direct  Inquiry  will  be  avoided 
to  avoid  affording  WALLACE  any  unnecessary  occasion  to  criticize 
the  Bureau.  It  is  clear  that  his  criticism  would  be  completely 
unjustified,  but  that  would  not  eliminate  the  potency  of  such 
criticism  in  Alabama  at  this  time. 
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Tolson 
Belmont  _ 

Mohr  

Ca«per 

Cailohon  . 

Conrod  

DeLooch  , 

Evans  

Gale  


TO  SAC  BIRUINGBAU  (157^51) 

)IB£CTOH  FBI  (157-1025) 

BhPBOj^ 

QUOTE  CATHOLIC  STANDARD  UNQUOTE,  WA8BIN(m>N  ARCHDIOCESE 
NI9SPAPER,  SEPTEUBEB  TWENTY,  6IXTYTHREE,  CONTAINS  ARTICLE  QUOTE 
EYEWITNESS  ACCOUNT  INV'eBQUOTE^  THEY'RE  TRYING  TO  KILL  US,  FATHER 
END  IK/^EBQUOTE  UNQUOTE,  WRITTEN  BY  FATHER  WILLIAKI  JAUES  IDENTIFIED 
AS  DIRECTOR  OF  CONFRATERNITY  OF  CHRISTIAN  DOCTRINE  AND  ASSISTANT 
SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT  IN  THE  ISOBILE  DASH  BIRMINGHAU  DIOCESE.  IF 
NOT  ALREADY  DONE,  FATHER  JAMES  SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEWED  FOR  ANY 
ItTFORMATlON  HE  POSSESSES. 

RBL:nkr 
(3) 
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Sullivan  

Tavel  _ 

Trotter  

Tele.  Room  , 
Holmes  . 

*^ndy 


MAIL  ROOM  L,  I TELETYPE  UNIT 


O 


T) 


ffcDERAL  eofit/iU  Uf  investigation  - 
0.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE  ) 

COMMUNICATIONS  S^TIOli 

o_r  li' 

TEUET 


A 


URGENT  9-19-63  6-39  PM  CST  WCR 

TO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  /1 57-1025/ 
FROM  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /1 57-352/ 

apbombT^ 


* Kr. 

t,r.  

1^'r-  Ce.E];£^^ 

Tvlr.  C::!];.;;:. 

Com;:: 
J'Tr.  DeLoi.;.; 
lur.  Ert.i'.:: 

I I'lr.  GaleL, 

J I,fr-  T?.. 


\ Mr.’ 


Sulii 


Mr.  Tavtl 

Mr.  Trotter_ 

Tele.  Eooeo 

Miss  Eolr.-;es_ 


3P 


n-vt 


REBUTEL  INSTANT  DATE. 

ANNISTON  KLAVERN,  DIXIE  KLANS „(;'NI4»GHTS  OF  THE  KU  KLUX  KLAN,  HAS 
NOT  HELD  MEETINGS  FOR  SEVERAL  MONTHS, 


OF  NAMES  ARE  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  CURRENT  INTEREST  IN  DIXIE  KLAN  AT  ANNISTO: 

-Y  D] 

' I _/_ 


NO  INFORMATION  RECEIVED  INDICATING  THOSE  RECENTLY  DISASSOCIATING 


THEMSELVES  SINCE  KLAVERN  AT  ANN  I S Tcfittfl  ''n  OT^^T  FOR  EXTENDED  PERIOD. 
END  PAGE  ONE  , r ...  ,-A 


L.  ^ .^j.3  / / p' 


EACH  OF  THE  ABOVE  THREE  INDTUTDnai c t T C*Pr"T^  MT/'Vi'T 

iij.vtni  D£.  LUl^SiUtHtU 

IN  THE  CATEGORY  OF  THOSE  WHO  MAY  HAVE  GRIPES  OR  SOME  COMPLAINT 
END  PAGE  TWO 
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fEOERAU  BUREAU  Of  IMVESTIQATIOH 
U S DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTIOH 

liu-p  I'Ll  l9bv 

teletype 


Vk 


URGENT  9-19-63  5- 30PM  CST  TJB 

TO  ni'^TOR  FBI  /157-1025/  AND  SAC  BIRMINGHAM 
SAC  NEW  ORLEANS  /157-1294/  1-PAGE 
^PbTm^OO,  BIRMINGHAM. 

RE  NEW  ORLEANS  TELETYPE  SEPTEMBER  EIGHTEEN  LAST. 
FOUR  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  TODAY. 

OBTAINED. 


Ci  ‘ Ml',  tiulo— 

j Mr.  ijuliivi-.i: 
/ I Mr-  'J'l'fLttr- 


JMli' 

Mr.  'J'roUtr 
Tele.  Koo 

llolmei 
•iiifia  Gi-iiflj- 


n. 


NO  PERTINENT  INFORMATION 

j^y 

THIRTYTWO  INTERVIEWS  REMAIN  TO  BE  CONDUCTED.'*^ 


END  AND  ACK  PLS. 

UA  7-32  PM  OK  FBI  WA  RL 
BH  5-32  PM  OK  FBI  BH  WCR 
TU  CLRO 
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INFO.  BUREAU  REQUESTED  CONCERN  I N(^m||[^HAT  ANNISTON, 
ALABA.'iA,  FORWARDED  BY  TELETYPE  THIS  AFTERNOON. 

NINETY  EIGHT  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  TODAY. 

THREE  TWENTY FOUR  INTERVIEWS  PENDING.  THREE  PCI  DASH  RAC  FILES 

Vi  * 

END 
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